
APPENDIX E.
GENERAL DEFINITIONS (Discussion Draft 06-25-2026)

0

00 - Length of linear building front foot (485-120)  The length of any wall of the building adjacent and parallel or closely parallel to any abutting
street or public right-of-way.
00 - Abandoned sign (485-120)  A sign that no longer correctly advertises an existing, bona fide business, lessor, product or activity conducted or
available on the premises where the sign is displayed.
00 - Accessory structure  A structure which: (a) Is or will be subordinate to and serves a principal structure, land, or water. (b) Is or will be located
on the same lot or parcel. (c) Is detached from the principal structure. (d) Is not used as living quarters, nor has a permanent well or sanitary
connection.
00 - Accessory structure or use (S-W 467-11)  A detached subordinate structure or a use which is clearly incidental to, and customarily found in
connection with, the principal structure or use to which it is related and which is located on the same lot as that of the principal structure or use.
00 - Accessory use  A use which: (a) Is or will be subordinate to and serves a principal use. (b) Is or will be located on the same lot or parcel as the
principal use.
00 - Animated sign (485-120)  A sign that creates an illusion of movement or motion, but excluding a flashing sign as defined in this section.
00 - Area of sign (485-120)  Measurement of sign area shall be calculated as the sum of the area within the smallest regular rectangle that will
encompass all elements of the actual sign face, including any writing, logo, representation, emblem, or any figure or similar character together with
any material forming an integral part of the display or forming the backing surface or background on which the message or symbols are displayed.
(A). For a sign painted on or applied to a building or to a freestanding wall, the area shall be considered to include all lettering, wording, and
accompanying designs or symbols, together with any background of a different color than the natural color or finish material of the building or
architectural wall. The architectural wall shall be subject to Plan Commission approval of the site and landscaping plan.(B). The main supporting
sign structure (i.e., brackets, posts, foundation, etc.) shall be included in the area measurement. (C). When a sign has two or more faces, the area
of all faces shall be include in determining the area, except that where two faces are placed back to back and the angle between the faces
measures 45º or less, the total sign area shall be computed by measuring the square footage of a single face. When the angle between the sign
faces measures greater than 45º, the total sign area shall be computed by adding the square footage of each face.+
00 - Banner (485-120)  A sign intended to be hung either with or without a frame and which possesses characters, letters, illustrations, or
ornamentations applied to paper, plastic, or fabric of any kind.
00 - Building front (fascia) (485-120)  That portion of a building that is parallel to or closely parallels the abutting street or public right-of-way.
00 - Building, accessory (485-10)  A building or portion of a building used for a purpose customarily incident to the permitted principal use of the lot
or to a principal building and located on the same lot as the principal use.
00 - Bulletin board (485-120)  A sign not to exceed 20 square feet in area located on the premises of a charitable, religious or educational
institution, or a public agency, for purposes of announcing events which are held on the premises. The City of Port Washington official bulletin
boards may be located off the premises.
00 - Camping trailer (485-10)  A self-propelled or towable vehicle designed to travel over public highways and when parked to provide temporary
living accommodations without hookup to water or sanitary sewer.
00 - Changeable message sign (485-120)  A reader board on which copy changes manually.
00 - Commercial vehicle (485-93)  A motor vehicle, whether a single vehicle or a combination vehicle, designed or used to transport passengers or
property in conjunction with the operation of a trade, industry or business, which has information painted on or attached to such vehicle (e.g., a logo,
company name, symbol, telephone number or text) that identifies a business or service.
00 - Construction sign (485-120)  A temporary sign identifying companies involved in the design, engineering, construction, razing, financing or
development of a commercial building, development or a residential subdivision.
00 - Crawl sign (485-120)  A sign in which the copy moves or crawls across the message area and/or creates an illusion of movement or motion.
00 - Development (485-10)  Any man-made change to improved or unimproved real estate, including but not limited to construction of or additions
or substantial improvements to buildings, other structures, or accessory uses; mining, dredging, filling, grading, paving, excavation or drilling
operations; or deposition of materials.
00 - Development (S-W 467-11)  Any man-made change to improved or unimproved real estate, including but not limited to the construction of
buildings, structures or accessory structures; the construction of additions or substantial alterations to buildings, structures or accessory structures;
the placement of buildings or structures; ditching, lagooning, dredging, filling, grading, paving, excavation or drilling operations; and the deposition
or extraction of earthen materials.
00 - Development sign (485-120)  A temporary sign designating and/or promoting the future use of a new commercial building, commercial
development, residential development, or subdivision.
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00 - Directional sign (485-120)  A sign, the purpose of which is to direct patrons or traffic to a location or area on the premises, including but not
limited to "Enter," "Exit" or "Parking" signs. Such signs should contain no advertising material, and the display area will not exceed three square feet
or extend higher than four feet above the immediate grade.
00 - Election campaign period (485-120)  In the case of an election for office, the period beginning on the first day for circulation of nomination
papers by candidates, or the first day on which candidates would circulate nomination papers were papers to be required, and ending on the day of
the election. In the case of a referendum, the period beginning on the day on which the question to be voted upon is submitted to the electorate and
ending on the day on which the referendum is held.
00 - Election campaign sign (485-120)  A sign which supports a candidate for public office or an issue on a referendum election ballot.
00 - Electronic message center (EMC) (485-120)  A sign that utilizes computer-generated messages or other electronic means of changing copy
which may include symbols, figures, or other images displayed on a signboard. These signs include displays using incandescent lamps; light-
emitting diodes (LEDs) which glow when a voltage is applied; liquid crystal displays (LCDs) comprised of liquids contained between filtering layers of
glass or plastic and affected by electric current to reflect or transmit light from an external source; or a flipper matrix using an electromechanical dot
matrix display technology.
00 - Electronic message sign (485-120)  A changeable message sign whose message is electrically activated or displayed such as with light bulbs
or mechanical flip discs.
00 - Flashing sign (485-120)  A sign whose illumination is not kept constant in intensity at all times when in use and/or which exhibits changes in
light, intensity or animation. Illuminated signs, which display a message that changes from a complete line of text to the next line of text, are
permitted. However, signs that indicate the date, time and temperature will not be considered flashing signs.
00 - Frontage  The smallest dimension of a lot abutting a public street measured along the street right-of-way line. For lots abutting a lake or
stream, the smallest dimension measured along the shoreline.
00 - Frontage (485-120)  The length of the property line of any one premises parallel to and along each public right-of-way it borders.
00 - Garage (485-93)  A structure or portion thereof, whether commercial, private or public, and whether attached to a building or detached, primarily
used for the enclosed parking, rental, repair, servicing, shelter or storage of motor vehicles.
00 - Ground-mounted sign (485-120)  A permanent sign which is freestanding, or mounted on poles or other supports placed on and anchored in
the ground or on a base, and which is not attached to any building or other structure. Public agency signs and directional signs are defined
elsewhere and are not deemed ground-mounted signs for purposes of this article.
00 - Height of sign (485-120)  The distance between the existing natural grade at the base of the sign or, in the case of a negative grade, a point
one foot above the curbline and the highest point on the sign or supporting structure.
00 - Highway (485-10)  Same as "traffic artery."
00 - Historic sign (485-120)  A sign which makes a contribution to the cultural, historic, or aesthetic character of the City because of the unique
construction materials or unique design, unusual age, prominent location within the City, or unique craftsmanship from another period of time.
00 - House trailer (485-10)  See "mobile home" and "camping trailer."
00 - Illuminated sign (485-120)  A sign designed to incorporate artificial light by the following means: (A). External Illumination: Illumination of a sign
with an exterior lighting source. (B). Illuminated Canopy/Awning: An internally illuminated canopy/awning fabricated from a translucent material,
which may be used for an awning sign. (C). Internal Illumination: Illumination of a sign in which the source of light is contained within the sign itself.
00 - Motor truck (485-93)  See "truck."
00 - Offset (485-10)  The shortest horizontal distance between any structure and a lot line, other than a street line.
00 - Sandwich board sign (485-120)  A portable, freestanding, temporary A-frame advertising sign only visible from two sides, consisting of two
equal or approximately equal length boards or placards hinged or otherwise fastened at the top with no moving parts or lights.
00 - Setback (480-10)  The shortest horizontal distance between any structure and the base setback line. See § 485-58c.
00 - Sign, canopy (485-120)  Any sign that is attached to or part of an awning, canopy or other fabric, plastic or structural protective cover over a
door, entrance, sidewalk, window, or outdoor service area.
00 - Street right-of-way line (485-93)  A dividing line between a lot, tract or parcel of land and a contiguous street.
00 - Structural alteration (480-10)  Any change in the supporting members of a building or any substantial change in the roof structure or in the
exterior walls.
00 - Temporary storage (485-93)  As applied to any vehicle or recreational vehicle, a period of time not exceeding 30 days, provided that such
vehicle is removed from the lot or parcel on which it is kept or placed for a period of at least 10 days thereafter before a recurrence of the temporary
storage.
00 - Traffic artery (480-10)  A right-of-way (designed on a comprehensive system) for the principal purpose of providing a vehicular thoroughfare
and not necessarily affording direct access to an abutting property.
00 - Trailer (485-93)  A vehicle without motive power designed or used for carrying property or passengers wholly on its own structure and for being
drawn by a motor vehicle, but does not include a mobile home as defined in Article II.
00 - Truck (485-93)  Any motor vehicle designed or used primarily for carrying heavy loads, having a powerful motor, a transmission geared for
heavy pulling, and various types of bodies, including but not limited to dump trucks and tractor-semitrailers, but excluding pickup trucks.
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00 - Vehicle (485-93)  Every device in, upon, or by which any person or property is or may be transported upon a street, road or highway. Vehicles
include, but are not limited to, automobiles, trucks, vans, sport utility vehicles, mopeds or motorcycles, which are or can be licensed for use on a
public street, road or highway.
00 - Vehicle, recreational (485-93)  Any device or vehicle equipped and used or intended to be used primarily for temporary human habitation or
recreation, whether on land, water or in the air. Recreational vehicles include, but are not limited to, all-terrain vehicles, boats, campers, camping
trailers, fifth-wheel mobile homes, motor homes, off-road motorcycles, off-road utility vehicles and snowmobiles. Recreational vehicles do not
include any device or vehicle which was intended by its inherent design to be used for commercial purposes, such as a truck, bus, tow truck, etc., or
a mobile home as defined in Article II.

A

Accessible entrance  An entrance to a facility meeting the minimum accessibility requirements of the Americans with Disability Act (ADA).
Accessible parking space  An on-site parking space meeting the minimum accessibility requirements of the Americans with Disability Act (ADA).
   Note: Specifications are described in Article 23 of the zoning code.

Acre  A measure of land area. One acre equals 43,560 square feet.
ADA  An abbreviation for Americans with Disability Act.
Adaptive facade material  An exterior building material that can be altered in terms of appearance, transparency, and illumination due to
environmental conditions or user input. This category of building material includes a wide array of innovative substances including the following
examples:
• Smart glass: Glass that can change opacity or tint in response to light, heat, or electrical input, helping to control temperature and privacy.
• Dynamic LED screens: Facade systems that incorporate LED technology to display visuals, advertisements, or patterns, allowing for vibrant,
customizable exteriors.
• Photochromic materials: Materials that change color when exposed to sunlight, creating facades that react to changing light conditions.
• Thermochromic coatings: Coatings that alter color based on temperature, providing visual cues about the building’s thermal performance.
• Electrochromic materials: Surfaces that can change color or transparency when an electrical charge is applied, often used in windows and
skylights.
• Responsive textiles: Fabrics integrated into facades that can shift in color or texture based on environmental stimuli, such as humidity or
temperature.
• Bimetallic panels: Panels that expand and contract in response to temperature changes, creating a dynamic surface that can change its shape
and appearance.
• Phase change materials (PCMs): Materials that absorb or release heat when they change states, influencing the facade's thermal performance
and potentially altering its appearance.
• Kinetic facades: Facade systems that incorporate movable components to change the building's silhouette and light penetration based on the
time of day or weather conditions.
Adaptive reuse project  A project that converts an existing non-residential building (e.g., day care center) located in a residential zoning district to a
land use that is otherwise not allowed in that district. (See Article 8 for more details and the review process.)
Administrative adjustment  An approval granted by the Zoning Administrator that allows a limited modification from specific development
standards expressly identified in this chapter as eligible for administrative adjustment. An administrative adjustment is distinct from a special
exception and variance.
Adult arcade (new)  An establishment wherein coin, slug, electronically, or mechanically controlled or operated still or motion picture machines,
projectors, computers, or other image producing devices are maintained to show images to five or fewer persons per machine at any one time, and
where the images so displayed are distinguished or characterized by the depiction or description of specified sexual activities or specified
anatomical areas.
Adult bath house (new)  An establishment that provides a bath as a service, including all forms and methods of hydrotherapy, that is not operated
by a medical practitioner or a professional physical therapist licensed by the state of Wisconsin and which provides to its patrons an opportunity for
engaging in specified sexual activities.
Adult body painting studio (new)  An establishment wherein patrons are afforded an opportunity to be painted or to paint images on specified
anatomical areas. The term does not include a tattoo parlor.
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Adult book/video store (new)  An establishment having as its stock in trade the sale, rental, or lease for any form of consideration, any one or
more of the following: (a) books, magazines, periodicals or other printed or electronic matter, photographs, films, motion pictures, recordings, video
cassettes, DVDs, video reproductions, slides, closed-circuit transmission, cable/satellite transmission, subscriber programming, or other visual
representations or physical medium which are distinguished or characterized by their emphasis on any actual of simulated specified sexual activities
or specified anatomical areas, the removal of articles of clothing, or partial or totally nude appearance; (b) instruments, devices, or paraphernalia
which are designed for use in connection with specified sexual activities; and (c) facilities or premises to which public patrons or members are
invited or admitted for the presentation or viewing of adult entertainment as defined herein, including, but not limited to, adult-oriented films, motion
pictures, video cassettes, video reproductions, slides, closed-circuit transmission, cable/satellite transmission, subscriber programming or other
visual representation or physical medium that allows an image to be displayed or transmitted; and/or any live performance, display, or dance of any
type.
Adult cabaret (new)  An establishment, such as a nightclub, dance hall, bar, restaurant, or similar establishment, that regularly features (1) persons
who appear nude or semi-nude; (2) live performances that are characterized by the exposure of specified anatomical areas or by specified sexual
activities; or (3) film, motion pictures, video cassettes, streaming videos, DVDs, slides or other photographic or video reproductions or closed-circuit
transmission, cable/satellite transmission, subscriber programming, or other visual representation or physical medium, which are characterized by
the exhibition or display of specified sexual activities or specified anatomical areas.
Adult massage parlor (new)  An establishment with or without sleeping accommodations that provides the service of massage or body
manipulation, including exercise, heat, and light treatment of the body, and any form or method of physiotherapy, not operated by a medical
practitioner or professional physical therapist licensed by the state of Wisconsin and which also provides its patrons with the opportunity to engage
in specified sexual activities.
Adult modeling studio (new)  An establishment that provides the services of modeling for the purpose of reproducing the human body wholly or
partially in the nude by means of photography, painting, sketching, drawing, or other means.
Adult motel (new)  An establishment that (1) offers accommodations to the public for any form of consideration; provides patrons with closed-circuit
television transmissions, film, motion pictures, video cassettes, video reproductions, slides, cable/satellite transmission, subscriber programming, or
other visual representation or physical medium characterized by depicting or describing specified sexual activities or specified anatomical areas;
and has a sign visible from the public right-of-way which advertises the availability of this type of adult entertainment; (2) offers a sleeping room for
rent for a period of time that is less than 10 hours; or (3) allows a tenant or occupant of a sleeping room to sublet the room for a period of time that is
less than 10 hours.
Adult theater (new)  An enclosed building such as a theater, concert hall, auditorium, or other similar business establishment which is used for
presenting adult entertainment.

© Civic Webware

Alley  A surfaced thoroughfare that provides vehicular access to the side or rear of abutting properties
and is open to public travel. Alleys are narrower than standard streets and are not intended for general
traffic circulation. (See also: street)

Americans with Disability Act (ADA)  Federal legislation passed in 1990 that prohibits discrimination against individuals with disabilities in many
aspects of public life, including employment, transportation, public accommodations, telecommunications, and government services. As applied to
zoning regulations, businesses that are open to the public, such as restaurants, stores, and hotels, must be accessible to individuals with
disabilities.
Annexation  The process as authorized by state law by which land is removed from a town and added to a city or village. (In contrast see
detachment)
ANSI  An acronym for American National Standards Institute.
Antenna (new)  Communications equipment that transmits and receives electromagnetic radio signals and is used in the provision of mobile
services.
   Note: This definition is based on the corresponding definition in § 66.0404, Wis. Stats.

Appeal  A process initiated by an aggrieved party to review a decision made pursuant to the City's zoning regulations (Chapter 490) or an alleged
failure to act as required by such regulations.
Assessed value  The dollar amount assigned to taxable real and personal property by the assessor for the purpose of taxation.
Auto title loan business  Any person licensed pursuant to § 139.09, Wis. Stats., who makes a loan that is secured by an interest, other than a
purchase money security interest, in the borrowers motor vehicle.
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Awning  A roof-like fixture that projects from a wall and is typically placed above a door or window to
provide protection from the sun and precipitation. An awning can be constructed of various materials,
including metal, fabric, or plastic and may be nonretractable or retractable so as to fold up against the
building when not in use.

B

Balcony  A floor area that projects beyond the exterior wall of an upper story, is enclosed by a half wall
or railing, and is only accessible from the buildings interior. A balcony can be supported by columns or
brackets or be cantilevered.

Base district  See zoning district, base
Base setback line (s. 485-58)  An imaginary line that is parallel to the center line of all public streets and ways as follows:
(1) On all principal traffic arteries as designated in the Comprehensive Plan for the City of Port Washington, the base setback line shall be located at
a distance from the center line of the street equal to 1/2 the width of the highway.
(2) On all other streets, which shall be designated as "local streets," the base setback line shall be located 30 feet from the center line of such street
or 60 feet from the center point of a cul-de-sac unless specifically designated otherwise by action of the Common Council.
(3) In the case of frontage streets along principal traffic arteries, the base setback line shall be located on the property line as established by the
frontage street.
Base zoning district  See zoning district, base
Battery charging station  An electrical component assembly or cluster of component assemblies
designed specifically to charge batteries within electric vehicles.

Beehive  An enclosure inhabited by a colony that is specifically built for that purpose and which includes removeable frames and slats to allow for
inspection.
Beekeeper  The person who owns the property where honey bees are kept or the person responsible for keeping the honey bees, if different.
Bees  Honey bees or mason bees raised for honey or pollination.
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Berm  A mound of earth created for landscaping purposes.

Bioswale  A feature that is specifically designed to collect stormwater from parking lots and streets and
to infiltrate and filter the collected water. Bioswales are generally landscaped and include features to
handle large stormwater flows.

Bluff  A hill, ridge, or similar landform significantly elevated above the surrounding landscape, having a broad, steep face or cliff, and adjoining the
shoreline or coastal lowlands of Lake Michigan.
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Body piercer  An individual who performs body piercing on another upon his or her request.
   Note: This definition is derived from DHS 173.03, Wis. Admin. Code.

Body piercing  The perforating of any human body part or tissue, except an ear, and placing a foreign object in the perforation to prevent the
perforation from closing.
   Note: This definition is derived from DHS 173.03, Wis. Admin. Code.

Breezeway  A roofed structure without sides that connects two buildings.

Building  A structure with a roof supported by columns or walls, designed or intended to shelter or enclose people, animals, equipment, machinery,
or materials. A building may be fully enclosed with exterior walls or open on one or more sides.
Building codes  Those regulations adopted by a municipality or the state that regulate the construction, repair, alteration, and maintenance of
buildings.
Building inspector  The individual so designated by the City of Port Washington. (Also see zoning administrator)
Building permit  A permit issued by the building inspector that authorizes an applicant to conduct a specified construction activity that is consistent
with the City's building code. (In contrast see zoning permit)
Building scale  The relationship between the mass of a building and its surroundings; including streets, open spaces, and surrounding buildings.
Mass is the three-dimensional bulk of a structure: height, width, and depth.
Burden of proof  The obligation of a party to establish a fact by evidence.

C
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Caliper  The diameter of a tree, measured at a point 6 inches above the ground line if the resulting
measurement is not more than 4 inches. If the resulting measurement is more than 4 inches, the
measurement is taken 12 inches above the ground line.

CCT  An abbreviation for correlated color temperature
Certificate of public convenience and necessity (CPCN)  An approval granted by the Wisconsin Public Service Commission (PSC) authorizing
the establishment a large-scale electric generating facility, high-voltage transmission line, or natural gas pipeline, which exceed a specified
threshold. Certificates are reviewed under the procedures and requirements in § 196.491, Wis. Stats.
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Co-location  The placement of multiple antennas of more than one commercial wireless communication
service provider or governmental entity on a single tower or alternative tower structure.

Columbarium   A building where urns with human remains are interred. (Also see mausoleum)
Commercial zoning district  A base zoning district so designated in § 490-1101. (Also see industrial zoning district, residential zoning district, and
special purpose zoning district)
Common Council  The City of Port Washington Common Council.
Common open space (new)  Those areas within a planned unit development project that will generally remain undeveloped and which are jointly
owned and maintained by those owning property in the development.
Comprehensive plan  A plan adopted by the City of Port Washington Common Council consistent with § 66.1001, Wis. Stats., as may be amended.
Conditional use  See land use, conditional
Condominium (revised)  A form of property ownership where multiple owners individually own specified portions of a building along with any other
common elements that are held in a proportional, undivided basis.
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Condominium association  An association, whose members consist of owners of units in a condominium, which administers and maintains the
common property and common elements of a condominium.
Conservation design subdivision  A residential subdivision where lots are laid out to preserve natural areas. (See Article 8 for more details and
the review process.)
Conservation easement  The grant of a property right or interest from the property owner to another person, agency, unit of government, or
organization stipulating that the described land shall remain in its natural, scenic, open, or wooded state, precluding future or additional
development.
Contributing property (new)  A property located within a historic preservation overlay district established by the City that has been identified as
contributing in the historic resources survey adopted by the City. A contributing property possesses historic, architectural, cultural, or archaeological
significance and contributes to the character, integrity, or significance of the district.
Conventional planned development district  A special type of zoning district that can be approved for a project that does not fit one or more of the
development standards established for the base zoning districts. (See Article 8 for more details and the review process.)
Conversion order  A written decision issued by the Common Council authorizing the property owner to convert an existing nonconforming use to a
different nonconforming use that is determined to be of the same or lesser degree of nonconformity.
Corner lot  See lot, corner
Correlated color temperature (CCT)  The measured color appearance of light emitted by a light source described using a nominal value stated in
kelvins (K). Lower CCTs (1800 K to 2200 K) appear very warm or amber. Medium CCTs (2700 K to 3000 K) appear “warm white,” similar to standard
incandescent bulbs. High CCTs (4000 K and higher) appear “cool white” or “blue".
Cottage housing development  A residential project characterized by comparatively small housing units that front on a common area. (See Article
8 for more details and the review process.)
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Court (485-10)  An occupied open space, other than a yard, on the same lot with a building, which is
bounded on two or more sides by the wall of such building. Also known as courtyard.

CPCN  An abbreviation for certificate of public convenience and necessity.
Cupola  An architectural feature that sits on the ridgeline of a pitched roof that is typically rounded or a square in cross-section. A copula may be
functional—allowing light into the building or enhancing ventilation—or non-functional, serving primarily for aesthetic appeal. They are commonly
found on barns, churches, and civic buildings, adding architectural interest and a sense of height to the building.
Curb  A barrier used to separate a street, parking area, or other vehicle use areas from the surrounding environs.
Cutoff luminaire (new)  See luminaire, cutoff

D

DATCP  An acronym for Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection.
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Deck  A structure characterized by a flat, unroofed, horizontal surface or platform suspended above the
grade of the land it covers and which may be supported by posts, beams, cantilever, or other similar
methods. A deck is considered a part of the building and is subject to all related standards.

Deed restriction  An instrument recorded at the county register of deeds office by a property owner that restricts the use and development of a
specified property.
Deep ravine  A ravine, or portion thereof, that exceeds 20 feet in depth when measured from the bottom of the ravine to the horizontal level of the
land adjacent to the ravine.
Density  The number of dwelling units per acre of land on a parcel, lot or unified land-developing activity. For the purposes of calculation, the
number of dwelling units is the numerator and the acreage is the denominator, with the resultant expressed in dwelling units per acre.
Design Review Board  The board established by the Common Council to make recommendations relating to building designs and other matters
authorized by the City's zoning regulations (Chapter 490).
Detachment  The process as authorized by state law by which land is removed from a city or village and added to a town. (In contrast see
annexation)
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Development agreement  A contract between a developer and a municipality that describes the obligations of both parties regarding a private
development project.
Disability  A physical or mental impairment that substantially limits one or more life activity.
   Note: Definition derived from the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).

Distinguished or characterized by  The dominant or principal theme of the object referenced. For instance, when the phrase refers to films which
are distinguished or characterized by an emphasis upon the exhibition or display of specified sexual activities or specified anatomical areas, the
films so described are those whose dominant or principal character and theme are the exhibition or display of specified sexual activities or specified
anatomical areas.
District  See zoning district
Double frontage lot  See lot, through
Drainage system  When used in the context of the shoreland-wetland zoning regulations, one or more artificial ditches, tile drains, or similar
devices which collect surface runoff or groundwater and convey it to a point of discharge.
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Drip line  A line on the ground established by a vertical plane extending from a trees outermost branch
tips down to the ground.

Driveway  A private route of ingress and egress from a private or public right-of-way, which provides access to a residential dwelling, business, or
properties.
Dwelling unit  A building, or portion thereof, that provides complete, independent living facilities for one household unit, including permanent
provisions for living, sleeping, eating, cooking, and sanitation.

E

Easement  A non-possessory legal interest a person has in the property of another for a specific use. An easement may apply to the entire property
or a portion thereof and may be perpetual or temporary, expiring after a period of time or after a certain event occurs.
Efficiency  A dwelling unit consisting of one principal room with no separate sleeping rooms.
Elevator penthouse  That portion of an elevator shaft that extends above the last service floor where mechanicals are housed.
Environmental control facility  When used in the context of the shoreland-wetland zoning regulations, a temporary or permanent facility that is
reasonably expected to abate, reduce, or aid in the prevention, measurement, control, or monitoring of noise, air, or water pollutants, solid waste
and thermal, radiation or other pollutants, including facilities installed principally to supplement or to replace existing property or equipment not
meeting or allegedly not meeting acceptable pollution control standards or which are to be supplemented or replaced by other pollution control
facilities.
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Equipment compound  When used in the context of telecommunication facilities, the area surrounding
or adjacent to the base of an existing support structure within which is located mobile service facilities.
   Note: This definition is based on the corresponding definition in § 66.0404, Wis. Stats.

Erosion  The detachment and movement of soil, sediment or rock fragments by water, wind, ice, or gravity.

F

Facade  The exterior face of a building including projections from and attachments to the buildings face. Projections and attachments include
balconies, decks, porches, awnings, and chimneys.
Fall zone  When used in the context of telecommunication facilities, the area over which a mobile support structure is designed to collapse.
   Note: This definition is based on the corresponding definition in § 66.0404, Wis. Stats.

Family  See household unit
FAR  An acronym for floor area ratio.
Farm drainage ditch  An artificial channel that drains water from lands currently used for agricultural purposes.
   Note: This term is used in the definition for navigable water.
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FC  An abbreviation for footcandle.
FCC  An abbreviation for Federal Communications Commission.
Federal Communications Commission (FCC)  A federal agency established by the Communications Act of 1934 to regulate broadcast
communications (e.g., wire, radio, and television) in the United States.
Financial guarantee  A written guarantee, such as a letter of credit, that a developer submits to the City to ensure the completion of an obligation
relating to a development project.

© Civic Webware

Fire lane  A hard-surfaced travelway, such as concrete, asphalt, pavers, or other durable, all-weather
paving material approved by the Zoning Administrator, that extends along one or more sides of a building
or other structure and is reserved for fire department access.

Flood (485-10)  A temporary rise in stream flow or stage that results in water overtopping its banks and inundating areas adjacent to the channel.
Flyaway barrier  A natural or manmade obstacle designed to cause bees to fly upward after exiting the hive and directing them away from
neighboring and adjoining areas inhabited by humans. Barriers may be fences and/or dense vegetation.
Footcandle (FC)  The unit of measure expressing the quantity of light received on a surface. One footcandle is the illuminance produced by a
candle on a surface one foot square from a distance of one foot.
Front yard  See yard, front
Fugitive dust  Solid airborne particulate matter resulting from any activity conducted on a parcel.

G

Geothermal energy system (needed?)  A sealed, watertight loop of pipe buried outside of a building foundation, intended to re-circulate a liquid
solution through a heat exchanger. This includes but is not limited to: vertical closed loop, horizontal closed loop and body of water closed loop
systems.
Grading plan  A scaled drawing that generally documents the natural grade and finished grade at important reference points, such as property
boundaries, building edges, building entrances, driveway entrances and top and bottom of retaining walls.

H

Hazard  Any man-made or natural condition that presents a tangible or foreseeable danger to the public health, safety, or general welfare.
Highway width map (new)  A map adopted by Ozaukee County pursuant to § 66.1031, Wis. Stats.
HOA  An abbreviation for homeowners association.
Holiday lighting  A string of individual low-wattage lamps temporarily installed in connection with a holiday or religious observance and removed
after such observance.
Homeowners association (HOA)  An association registered with the State of Wisconsin combining individual ownership with shared use,
ownership, maintenance, and responsibility for common property or facilities, including private open space, within a development project.
Honey bee  A life stages of the common domestic honey bee, Apis mellifera, species of European origin.
Household unit  An individual living alone in a dwelling unit, or 2 or more individuals living together in a dwelling unit who are related by blood,
marriage, adoption, or other legal means, or a group of not more than 4 individuals who are not so related who live together as a single
housekeeping unit in a dwelling unit. A single housekeeping entity infers the use in common of all spaces, household services, and utilities with a
single source of food preparation for all occupants.

I

Impervious surface  Any artificial or natural surface which does not allow the entrance or passage of water or sediment into the ground surface.
These areas seal the ground surface from infiltration of water into the subsurface and prevent recharge of the ground water and increase the
amount of stormwater runoff. Runoff from impervious surfaces tends to increase the potential for flooding, and carries sediment and pollutants that
are detrimental to the quality of surface waters. New developments typically increase the amount of impervious surface. It is important to manage
and minimize the amount of impervious surface in new and existing developments to help protect the surface waters and help recharge natural
ground water. Impervious surfaces include, but are not limited to buildings and roof areas, structures, concrete or asphalt surfaces, gravel or traffic
bond surfaces, decks with no spaces in between the decking, and bricks or pavers with no spacing between, which are placed on traffic bond.
Industrial zoning district  A base zoning district so designated in § 490-1101. (Also see commercial zoning district, residential zoning district, and
special purpose zoning district)
Interior lot  See lot, interior
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Irrevocable letter of credit  An agreement, entered into by a bank, savings and loan, or other financial institution which is authorized to do
business in the State of Wisconsin and which has a financial standing acceptable to the City of Port Washington, and which is approved, as to form,
by the City Attorney.

K

Kilowatt (kW)  A unit of measure for how much power an electrical device consumes or generates. One kilowatt equals 1,000 watts.
Kitchenette  A small kitchen or area for preparing food, often as a part of a room instead of a separate room.

k

kW  An abbreviation for kilowatt.

L

Lamp  The component of a luminaire that produces the actual light.
Land division regulations  All of the requirements set forth in Chapter 478 of the municipal code.
Land use (new)  As the context indicates (i) the development that has occurred on the land, (ii) development that is proposed for the land, or (iii) the
use permitted for the land under the City's zoning regulations (Chapter 490).
Land use, accessory  A land use that is subordinate to, and customarily incidental to, the permitted principal use of the property or buildings and
located upon the same lot as the principal use.
Land use, conditional  A land use, which by its nature, character, or circumstance, is so unique or so dependent upon specific conditions that
permissibility by right is not practical, but which may be permitted subject to certain conditions and requirements as determined by the reviewing
authority.
Land use, permitted by right  A land use that is allowed throughout a specified zoning district. Land uses permitted by right may be reviewed to
ensure that all provisions of local, state, and federal regulations are met.
Land use, principal  The main or primary use of a property as may be allowed under the City's zoning regulations (Chapter 490).
Land use, temporary (new)  A land use which is on a parcel of land for a limited and specified period of time.
Land-disturbing activity  Any manmade change of the land surface, including removing vegetative cover, excavating, filling and grading, and
installation of any site improvements. The term does not include agricultural activities such as planting, growing, cultivating and harvesting of crops;
growing and tending of gardens; harvesting of trees as may be allowed; and planting of trees and shrubs without modifying the existing grade.
Landscape island  An area reserved for landscaping within a parking lot or other paved or improved
area.

Landscape plan  A scaled drawing of a subject property that shows existing and/or proposed landscaping elements and other features as required
by the City's zoning regulations (Chapter 490). Depending on the nature of the development project, the content of a landscaping plan can be
shown on a site plan. (Also see site plan)
Legal nonconforming building  See nonconforming building
Legal nonconforming lot  See nonconforming lot
Legal nonconforming structure  See nonconforming structure
Legal nonconforming use  See nonconforming use
Light fixture  See luminaire
Light pollution  Any adverse effect of artificial light including, glare, light trespass, sky glow, energy waste, compromised safety and security, and
impacts on the nocturnal environment.
Light trespass  Light that falls beyond the property it is intended to illuminate.
Living area (revised)  The total area bounded by the exterior walls of a building at the floor levels, but not including a basement, utility rooms,
attached garages, porches, breezeways, and unfinished attics. (In contrast see building area.)
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© Civic Webware

Loading berth  A designated area on a lot, typically located adjacent to a building and served by a large
doorway or overhead door, used for the loading or unloading of materials to and from trucks and other
freight delivery vehicles. A loading berth may be unenclosed or may be partially or entirely located within
a building.

Lot (new)  A parcel of land on which a principal building and its accessory building are placed, together with the required open spaces, provided that
no such parcel shall be bisected by a public street and should not include any portion of a public right-of-way. No lands dedicated to the public or
reserved for roadway purposes should be included in the computation of lot size.
Lot area (new)  As the context indicates, the minimum required area of a lot, actual area of a lot, or proposed area.
   Note: See 490-## that describes how lot area is measured.

Lot depth  The horizontal distance between the front and rear lot lines. Depending on the context, the term can refer to the required depth of a lot,
actual depth, or proposed depth.
   Note: See 490-## that describes how lot depth is measured.

Lot line  A line dividing one parcel of land from another.
Lot width (new)  The width of a parcel of land measured at the front of the specified street yard OR measured at the setback line. Depending on the
context, the term can refer to the required width of a lot, actual width, or proposed width.
   Note: See § 490-## that describes how lot width is measured.

© Civic Webware

Lot, corner  A lot abutting two or more streets at their intersection provided the corner of such
intersection has an angle of 135 degrees or less, measured on the lot side.

© Civic Webware

Lot, flag  A lot which has a narrow strip of land that extends from the main part of the lot where a
building could be lawfully constructed to the street.

© Civic Webware

Lot, interior (none in current code)  

Lot, lakefront  A property with a legal description which extends to the ordinary high-water mark of a lake.

© Civic Webware

Lot, through  Forthcoming ... 

(Also known as double-frontage lot)
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Lot, through (OR double frontage)  A parcel or lot, other than a corner lot, with frontage on two streets or with frontage on a street and a navigable
body of water. Where access to the parcel or lot is restricted from one of the frontages, then the yard facing the restricted access street shall be
considered the rear yard for building setback purposes, and the yard facing the allowable access street shall be considered the street yard for
building setback purposes.
Low-impact stormwater design  A design approach to stormwater management intended to mimic the predevelopment hydrology of a site. Initial
site design strategies include minimizing impervious surfaces and the integration of existing wetlands, riparian areas, and other environmentally
sensitive natural resources into the overall site design. Manmade features, generally distributed throughout the site, are also used to store, infiltrate,
evaporate, and detain stormwater runoff. Examples of such features include bioswales, rain gardens, and pervious surfaces. This term is sometimes
referred to as low impact development (LID).
Lumen  A unit of measure used to quantify the amount of light produced by a lamp or emitted from a luminaire.
   Note: The lumen output of a lamp is typically listed on the packaging. A 60-watt incandescent lamp produces 950 lumens and a 55-watt low-pressure sodium lamp produces

8,000 lumens.

Luminaire  A complete lighting unit, consisting of one or more lamps and ballast(s), if any, together with the parts designed to distribute the light
(e.g., reflector, lens, diffuser), to position and protect the lamps, and to connect the lamps to the power supply.
Luminaire, cutoff (new)  A luminaire that is designed and installed so that the luminous intensity at or above an angle of 90 degrees above nadir
(as measured directly below the lamp to the ground) does not exceed 2.5 percent of the luminous flux of the lamp or lamps in the luminaire, and the
luminous intensity at or above a vertical angle of 80 degrees above nadir does not exceed 10 percent of the luminous flux of the lamp or lamps in
the luminaire.
Luminaire, shielded (new)  A luminaire that is designed and installed so that light rays emitted by the fixture, either directly from the lamp or
indirectly from the fixture, are projected below a horizontal plane running through the lowest point on the fixture where light is emitted.

M

Major street (needed?)  A street so designated on the adopted zoning map.
Manufactured home (revised)  A dwelling unit that is constructed in an off-site facility in conformance
with the federal construction and safety standards established by the Secretary of Housing and Urban
Development pursuant to the Manufactured Housing Construction and Safety Standards Act of 1974, as
amended.
   Note: A manufactured home bears a red insignia which certifies that it meets all applicable federal construction and safety

standards.

Marquee  A generally flat, roof-like feature projecting from and supported by an exterior wall of a building
and not supported by the ground. A marquee is typically placed above a door or window to provide
protection from the sun and precipitation. (Also see awning)
 

Master identification sign (485-120)  A sign which is a listing of tenants or services in a multi-tenant retail, office or mixed-use building or center.
Master sign program (485-120)  A plan that is approved by the Plan Commission and identifies all signs in a multi-tenant retail, office or mixed-use
development.
Mausoleum  A building where human remains are interred. (Also see columbarium)
Memorial signs and plaques (485-120)  A sign, plaque or tablet, not exceeding four square feet in area, containing the name of a building and/or
date of erection which is cut into a masonry surface or inlaid so as to be part of the building or constructed of bronze or other nonconvertible
material and attached to a building.
Mitigate  To take an action designed to offset or rectify a negative effect.
Mixed residential housing project  A residential development that includes a variety of housing types in an integrated project. (See Article 8 for
more details and the review process.)
Mobile home (revised)  A dwelling unit that was originally constructed prior to June 15, 1976, and that is (i) constructed off-site, (ii) equipped with
the necessary utility service connections, (iii) made to be readily movable as a unit or units on its (their) own running gear, and (iv) designed to be
used with or without a permanent foundation.
   Note: After June 15, 1976 no mobile homes have been constructed.
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Mobile service  A radio communication service carried on between mobile stations or receivers and land stations, and by mobile stations
communicating among themselves, and includes (1) both one-way and two-way radio communication services; (2) a mobile service which provides
a regularly interacting group of base, mobile, portable, and associated control and relay stations (whether licensed on an individual, cooperative, or
multiple basis) for private one-way or two-way land mobile radio communications by eligible users over designated areas of operation; and (3) any
service for which a license is required in a personal communications service established pursuant to the proceeding entitled Amendment to the
Commissions Rules to Establish New Personal Communications Services (GEN Docket No. 90-314; ET Docket No. 92-100).
   Note: This definition is based on the corresponding definition in § 66.0404, Wis. Stats.

Mobile service facility  The set of equipment and network components, including antennas, transmitters, receivers, base stations, power supplies,
cabling, and associated equipment, that is necessary to provide mobile service to a discrete geographic area, but does not include the underlying
support structure.
   Note: This definition is based on the corresponding definition in § 66.0404, Wis. Stats.

Mobile service provider  A person who provides mobile service.
   Note: This definition is based on the corresponding definition in § 66.0404, Wis. Stats.

Modular building  A building that meets local building codes and which was constructed off site in a factory as separate modules which are joined
together and set on a permanent foundation.
Monument sign (485-120)  A sign that rests on, is supported by, or is attached to a base, which base is at least 18 inches above the immediate
grade.
Mulch  A nonliving organic or inorganic material customarily used in landscape design to retard erosion, retain soil moisture, maintain even soil
temperature, control weeds, and/or enrich the soil. Examples of materials often used include tree bark, wood chips, and decorative stones.
Municipal code  The compilation of laws as adopted by the City of Port Washington.
Municipal water supply  The municipal water supply of the City of Port Washington.

N

Nameplate capacity  The maximum rated electrical output or storage capacity of a device or facility, as specified by the manufacturer and indicated
on the equipment nameplate. Nameplate capacity is typically expressed in kilowatts (kW) or megawatts (MW) for power generation, and in kilowatt-
hours (kWh) or megawatt-hours (MWh) for energy storage.
National Register of Historic Places (NRHP)  A program administered by the United States National Park Service (NPS) that aims to identify,
preserve, and celebrate significant historical and cultural sites throughout the country. Established in 1966 through the National Historic Preservation
Act, the NRHP serves as the nation's official list of properties worthy of preservation.
Navigable waters  Lake Superior, Lake Michigan, natural inland lakes, streams, ponds, sloughs, flowages, and other waters, including the
Wisconsin portion of boundary waters, which are navigable under the laws of this state. The term does not include farm drainage ditches if (i) such
lands are not adjacent to a natural navigable stream or river, (ii) those parts of such drainage ditches adjacent to such lands were not navigable
streams before ditching, and (iii) such lands are maintained in nonstructural agricultural use. (Also see farm drainage ditch)
   Note: In Wisconsin, a navigable body of water is capable of floating the lightest boat or skiff used for recreation or any other purpose on a regularly recurring basis. See

DeGayner Co., Inc. v. DNR, 70 Wis. 2d 936 (1975) and Village of Menomonee Falls v. DNR, 140 Wis. 2d 579 (Ct. App. 1987).

Nonconforming building  A building that at the time of construction conformed to existing regulations including size, location, and other
dimensional standards, but is now inconsistent with the City's zoning regulations (Chapter 490).
Nonconforming lot  A lot that at the time of creation conformed to existing regulations including lot size, dimensions, lot configuration, and other
dimensional and design standards, but is now inconsistent with the City's zoning regulations (Chapter 490).
Nonconforming sign (485-120)  A sign that does not meet the requirements of this article.
Nonconforming structure  A structure that at the time of construction or placement conformed to existing regulations including size, location, and
other dimensional standards, but is now inconsistent with the City's zoning regulations (Chapter 490).
Nonconforming use  A use of land that at the time of establishment conformed to existing regulations, but is now inconsistent with the City's zoning
regulations (Chapter 490).
Nonprofit conservation organization  A nonprofit corporation, charitable trust, or other nonprofit organization described in Section 501(c)(3) of the
Internal Revenue Code, which includes the acquisition of property or rights in property for conservation purposes as part of its mission, as reflected
in the bylaws, charter, or incorporation papers of the organization.
NRHP  An acronym for National Register of Historic Places.

O

Off-premises sign (485-120)  A sign owned or leased by a person or entity other than the owner or occupant of the principal business on the parcel
on which the sign is located.
OHWM  An abbreviation for ordinary high-water mark.
On-premises sign (485-120)  Any sign identifying or advertising a business, person, activity, goods, products or services located on the premises
where the sign is installed and maintained.
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Operational sign (485-120)  A sign that relates to the functional operation of the building, including but not limited to "Drive Through," "Rest Rooms"
or "No Trespassing" signs.
Ordinance  A legislative measure adopted by a municipality that is legally binding and enforceable. Although an ordinance is a permanent
enactment, it may be rescinded or modified. (In contrast see resolution.)

© Civic Webware

Ordinary high-water mark (OHWM)  The point on the bank or shore up to which the presence and
action of surface water is so continuous as to leave a distinctive mark such as by erosion, destruction or
prevention of terrestrial vegetation, predominance of aquatic vegetation, or other easily recognized
characteristic. Where the bank or shore of any particular place is of such character that it is difficult or
impossible to ascertain where the point of ordinary high-water mark is, recourse may be had to the
opposite bank of a stream or to other places on the shore of a lake or flowage to determine whether a
given stage of water is above or below the ordinary high-water mark.

Overlay district  See zoning district, overlay
Overlay zoning district  See zoning district, overlay

P

Panelized home (new)  A dwelling unit that meets local building codes and which was constructed off site in a factory as flat panels (e.g., walls,
roof, and floor) which are joined together and set on a permanent foundation.
Parking space  A graded and surfaced area for the parking of a motor vehicle and meeting the
standards in Article 23.

PDD  An abbreviation for planned development district.
Permanent foundation  A foundation wall under the entire perimeter of a building.
Permitted use  See land use, permitted by right
Person  An individual, corporation, municipality or other local unit of government, governmental agency, business trust, estate, trust, partnership,
association, two or more persons having a joint or common interest, or any other legal entity.
Personal communications  Includes wireless telecommunications, personal communications service, radio, television, wireless internet service,
and other systems used for personal use purposes.
Pervious surface  Any artificial or natural surface which allows the entrance or passage of water or sediment into the ground surface via the porous
nature of the material itself. The void areas and the infiltration rates of these materials allow rainwater and surface water to penetrate deep into the
soil areas allowing the natural recharge of groundwater. The Town of West Bend promotes and in some cases requires the use of pervious materials
in lieu of impervious materials in developed areas of the Town; therefore the Town is encouraging the use of materials and technologies which
achieve the goals of protection of surface water quality, prevention of flooding and groundwater recharge. Some examples of these materials include
open cell block grass pavers, spaced paving bricks or pavers, pervious asphalt and pervious concrete.
Photometric (lighting) plan  A scaled drawing of the subject property showing where light fixtures will be located and at what height, together with
simulated lighting levels across the property. Additional details are provided for each type of fixture used, typically cut sheets from the manufacturer.
Photovoltaic cell  A semiconductor device that converts solar energy into electricity.
Pier  A structure extending into navigable waters from the shore with water on both sides, that is built or maintained for the purpose of providing a
berth for watercraft or for loading or unloading cargo or passengers onto or from watercraft. Such a structure may include a boat shelter which is
removed seasonally. Such a structure may include a boat hoist or boat lift, and the hoist or lift may be permanent or may be removed seasonally.
(Also see wharf)
Plan Commission  The commission established by the Common Council to make recommendations and decisions relating to planning and land
use issues as authorized by the City's zoning regulations (Chapter 490) and Wisconsin Statutes.
Planned development district (PDD) (new)  A zoning district established pursuant to the City's zoning regulations (Chapter 490) that has PDD
followed by a number as its abbreviation (e.g., PDD-01).
Playhouse  An accessory building, either at ground level or elevated, or supported by a tree, characteristically used by children for play.
Political message sign (485-120)  A sign containing a message intended for a political purpose or a message which pertains to an issue of public
policy of possible concern to the electorate, but does not include a message intended solely for a commercial purpose.

 
E-14

 
Discussion Draft 06-25-2026



Porch  A part of a building with a roof of its own that covers an entrance.

Portable sign (485-120)  A sign not permanently affixed to the ground, building, or other structure and which may be easily moved from place to
place.
Pre-cut building  A building that meets local building codes and which was largely constructed off site in a factory and then disassembled and
transported to the site where it is reassembled and set on a permanent foundation.
Premises  Any lot or parcel of land owned by any person, firm or corporation, public or private, improved with building, whether occupied or
unoccupied.
Principal structure  The primary structure on a parcel of land where the principal use occurs.
Professional land surveyor  An individual licensed under Ch. 443, Wis. Stats., to engage in the practice of land surveying in the state of
Wisconsin.
Project-based zoning district  See zoning district, project-based
Projecting sign  See sign, projecting
Property boundary line (new)  See lot line
Public notice  The means that a governmental body uses, or is required to use, to formally notify people and other interested entities of a pending
governmental hearing or proposed action.
Public utility (new)  A public utility as defined in §196.01, Wis. Stats.
   Note: This definition is based on the corresponding definition in § 66.0404, Wis. Stats.

R

Rain garden  A planted area that is designed, with respect to placement and plant selection, to filter and temporarily store stormwater runoff from
impervious surfaces.
Ravine  A steep-sided valley worn by running water that opens onto or through a bluff adjoining the shoreline or coastal lowlands of Lake Michigan.
Rear yard  See yard, rear
Regularly features or regularly shows  A consistent or substantial course of conduct, such that the films or performances exhibited constitute a
substantial portion of the films or performances offered as part of the ongoing business of the adult establishment.
Residential zoning district  A base zoning district so designated in § 490-1101. (Also see commercial zoning district, industrial zoning district, and
special purpose zoning district)
Resolution  A formal statement adopted by a municipality that lacks the force of law and in contrast to an ordinance may be less formal. Unlike
ordinances, resolutions do not create new laws or regulations. (Also see ordinance.)
Restrictive covenant  See deed restriction
Reviewing authority  As the context would indicate, the zoning administrator, Plan Commission, Common Council, or Zoning Board of Appeals.
Rezoning  See zoning map amendment
Right-of-way (ROW)  A strip of land dedicated to or acquired by the City of Port Washington, Ozaukee County, or the state of Wisconsin for road
purposes and other related public purposes.
Road  Synonymous with "street."
Roof sign  See sign, roof
ROW  An abbreviation for right-of-way

S

Search ring  A shape drawn on a map to indicate the general area within which a mobile service support structure should be located to meet radio
frequency engineering requirements, taking into account other factors including topography and the demographics of the service area.
   Note: This definition is based on the corresponding definition in § 66.0404, Wis. Stats.

Seat  Furniture upon which to sit having a linear measurement not less than 24 inches across the surface used for sitting.
Semi-nude or semi-nude condition (new)  The showing of the human male or female genitals, pubic area, vulva or anus, with not more than a
complete opaque covering, or the showing of the female breast with not more than a complete opaque covering of any part of the nipple or areola.
Setback  The minimum horizontal distance between the existing or proposed street or highway line and a line parallel thereto through the nearest
point of the principal structure.
Setback area (485-93)  The shortest required horizontal distance between any structure and the base setback line. (See § 485-58.)
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Setback averaging  An approach to determining the minimum setback when the subject property is in an area of previously developed lots and the
actual setbacks on those lots are less than the required setback for the district in which the subject property is located.
Shallow ravine  A ravine, or portion thereof, that does not exceed 20 feet in depth when measured from the bottom of the ravine to the horizontal
level of the land adjacent to the ravine.
Shared driveway  A driveway that serves two adjoining parcels and that is generally centered on the
shared lot line.

Shared parking  One or more parking spaces that partially or entirely meet the parking requirements of two or more land uses.
Shielded luminaire (new)  See luminaire, shielded
Shore yard  See yard, shore
Shoreline buffer zone (new)  An area extending from the ordinary high-water mark of navigable water bodies landward for a horizontal distance of
35 feet.
Shoreline setback  A building setback requirement extending from the ordinary high-water mark of navigable waterbodies landward for a horizontal
distance of 50 feet.
Side yard  See yard, side
Sign  A name, identification, description, display or illustration, which is affixed to, painted or represented directly or indirectly upon a building or
other outdoor surface which directs attention to or is designed or intended to direct attention to the sign face or to an object, product, place, activity,
person, institution, organization, or business.
Sign (485-120)  Any emblem, painting, banner, pennant, placard, design, identification, description, illustration or device, illuminated or non-
illuminated, to advertise, identify, convey information or direct attention to a product, service, place, activity, person, institution, business or
solicitation, including any permanently installed or situated merchandise. For the purpose of removal, signs shall also include all sign structures, but
not including any buried foundations.
Sign contractor (485-120)  Any person or entity.
Sign copy (485-120)  The message, announcement, words, letters, numbers, pictures, art, decoration or other information displayed on a sign.
Sign, awning  A sign that is mounted or painted on, or attached to an awning, canopy, or marquee. (See sign type illustration)
Sign, copy  The message or advertisement, and any other symbols on the face of a sign. (See sign type illustration)
Sign, face  The area or display surface used for the message.
Sign, ground  Any sign placed upon or supported by the ground independent of any other structure. (See sign type illustration)
Sign, portable  A sign that is not permanent, affixed to a building, structure, or to the ground. Such sign may be mounted on wheels to make it
transportable. (See sign type illustration)
Sign, projecting  A sign that is wholly or partly dependent upon a building for support and which projects more than 12 inches from such building.
(See sign type illustration)
Sign, roof  A sign that is mounted on the roof of a building or which is wholly dependent upon a building for support and which projects above a
point of a building with a flat roof, the eave line of a building with a gambrel, or hip roof, or the deck line of a building with a mansard roof. (See sign
type illustration).
Sign, roof (485-120)  A sign or billboard which is located or projects above the lowest point of the eaves or the top of the parapet wall of any
building or structure, or which is painted on or fastened to a roof.
Sign, wall  A sign fastened to or painted on the wall of a building or structure in such a manner that the wall becomes the supporting structure for, or
forms the background surface of, the sign and does not project more than 12 inches from such building or structure. (See sign type illustration)
Sign, window  A sign that is applied or attached to the exterior or interior of a window or located in such manner within the building that it can
readily be seen from the exterior of the building through a window. (See sign type illustration)
Site plan  A scaled drawing of a subject property that shows existing and proposed conditions and other features required by the City's zoning
regulations (Chapter 490).
Site visit  A walking tour of a property that is subject to a pending application. Participants may include members of the review authority, City staff,
the applicant and their agents, and members of the public. A site visit must be conducted in compliance with Wisconsin's open meeting
requirements, other state and federal requirements, and the City's zoning regulations (Chapter 490).
Site-built building  A building that meets local building codes and which was largely constructed on-site.
Sky glow  The brightening of the nighttime sky that results from scattering and reflection of artificial light by moisture and dust particles in the
atmosphere. Sky glow is caused by light directed or reflected upwards or sideways and reduces ones ability to view the night sky.
Slope  An incline from the horizontal expressed in an arithmetic ratio of horizontal magnitude to vertical magnitude. For example, a 3:1 slope is 3
feet horizontal and 1 foot vertical.
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Solar chimney  A vertical shaft in a building designed to capture sunlight and warm the air inside. As the air heats up, it becomes less dense and
rises, creating a natural draft that draws in cooler outside air. This airflow aids in ventilating the building, lowering indoor temperatures, and
enhancing energy efficiency. Often incorporated into sustainable architecture, solar chimneys serve as an effective means to improve passive
cooling systems.
Solar glare  The effect produced by light reflecting from a solar panel with an intensity sufficient to cause annoyance, discomfort, or loss in visual
performance and visibility.
Solar panel  A group of photovoltaic cells are assembled on a panel. Panels are assembled on-site into solar arrays.
Special exception (new)  An approval granted by the Plan Commission that allows a substantial modification from specific development standards
expressly identified in this chapter as eligible for a special exception. A special exception is distinct from an administrative adjustment and a
variance.
Special purpose zoning district  A base zoning district so designated in § 490-1101. (Also see commercial zoning district, industrial zoning district,
and residential zoning district)
Specified anatomical areas (new)  The human male genitals in a discernibly turgid state, even if completely and opaquely covered; or less than
completely and opaquely covered human genitals, pubic region, vulva, anus, or the nipple and areola of the human female breast.
Specified sexual activity (new)  Any of the following (1) showing of human genitals in a state of sexual stimulation or arousal; (2) the fondling or
erotic touching of human genitals, pubic region, anus, or female breasts; (3) the act of masturbation, sexual intercourse, sodomy, bestiality,
necrophilia, sadomasochistic abuse, fellatio, cunnilingus, or anilingus; or (4) excretory functions as part of, or in connection with, a live performance,
display, or dance of any type.
Stoop  A raised platform in front of an entrance to a building with one or more steps. A stoop is
considered a part of the building and is subject to all related standards. (In contrast see deck, which is
intended for outdoor living.)

Stormwater  Water from a rainfall event or melting snow or ice.
Street  A surfaced thoroughfare that provides vehicular access to the front of abutting properties and is open to public travel. Streets may be public
or private, depending on which entity is responsible for maintenance. Public streets are typically located within a public right-of-way and are
classified based on their function. All streets, regardless of ownership, must conform to the applicable construction and design standards. (Also see
alley)
Street terrace (new)  The area located between the back of the street curb, or the edge of pavement where no curb exists, and the nearest
property line. This area typically accommodates utilities, street trees, and other public infrastructure.
Street yard  See yard, street
Structure  Any constructed object with form, shape, and utility that is permanently or temporarily attached to, placed upon, or set into the ground,
streambed, or lakebed, including but not limited to buildings, decks, towers, masts, poles, flag poles, booms, ground-mounted signs and solar
arrays, wind-energy system, and storage tanks.
Substandard lot  See lot, nonconforming
Substantial evidence (new)  Facts and information, other than merely personal preferences or speculation, directly pertaining to the requirements
and conditions an applicant must meet to obtain a conditional use permit and that reasonable persons would accept in support of a conclusion.
   Note: This definition is based on the definition in § 62.23 (7)(de), Wis. Stats.

Substantial modification (new)  When used in the context of telecommunication facilities, the modification of a mobile service support structure,
including the mounting of an antenna on such a structure, that does any of the following: (i) or structures with an overall height of 200 feet or less,
increases the overall height of the structure by more than 20 feet, except as provided below; (ii) for structures with an overall height of more than
200 feet, increases the overall height of the structure by 10 percent or more, except as provided below; (iii) measured at the level of the
appurtenance added to the structure as a result of the modification, increases the width of the support structure by 20 feet or more, unless a larger
area is necessary for collocation, except as provided below; and (iv) increases the square footage of an existing equipment compound to a total
area of more than 2,500 square feet.
Sunrise  The astronomical time when the upper limb of the Sun appears above the horizon as a result of the diurnal rotation of the earth. As used in
the zoning code, the time of such event is calculated for Port Washington. (In contrast see sunset)
Sunset  The astronomical time when the upper limb of the Sun disappears below the horizon as a result of the diurnal rotation of the earth. As used
in the zoning code, the time of such event is calculated for Port Washington. (In contrast see sunrise)
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Sunshade (new)  A fixture, consisting of fixed panels or louvers, that is permanently mounted to the
exterior of a building to shade a window.

Supplemental standards  Additional regulations that apply to specific land uses. While a use may be permitted within a zoning district,
supplemental standards establish detailed requirements for how that use is conducted or developed on a property. These standards apply
regardless of whether the use is permitted by right or subject to public review (such as a conditional use permit). Supplemental standards may
address factors such as location, spacing, hours of operation, site design, or performance measures, and are intended to ensure compatibility with
surrounding properties and consistency with the purpose of this zoning code. Supplemental standards are set forth in Appendix B.
Support structure (new)  When used in the context of telecommunication facilities, an existing or new structure that supports or can support a
mobile service facility, including a mobile service support structure, utility pole, water tower, building, or other structure.
   Note: Definition derived from § 66.0404, Wis. Stats.

Survey gap  An area of land that is not clearly included within the legal description of any adjoining lot or
tract due to conflicting or incomplete boundary descriptions. A survey gap may arise from measurement
errors, inconsistent calls or bearings, failure of described boundaries to meet or close, or discrepancies
between historical and modern survey methods. The ownership of a survey gap is undetermined until
resolved in accordance with state law. (Also see survey overlap)

Survey overlap  An area of land where the legal descriptions of two or more adjoining parcels extend
into one another due to conflicting boundary descriptions. A survey overlap may arise from measurement
errors, inconsistent calls or bearings, failure of described boundaries to meet or close, or discrepancies
between historical and modern survey methods. A survey overlap results in multiple parcels purporting to
include the same area until the conflict is resolved in accordance with applicable state law. (Also see
survey gap)

Surveyor  See professional land surveyor

T

Tattoo  To insert pigment under the surface of the skin of an individual by pricking with a needle or other instrument or technique so as to produce
an indelible mark or figure through the skin
   Note: Definition derived from DHS 173.03, Wis. Admin. Code.

Tattooist (new)  An individual who tattoos another upon his or her request.
   Note: Definition derived from DHS 173.03, Wis. Admin. Code.

Temporary use (new)  See land use, temporary
Through lot (new)  See lot, through
TND  An abbreviation for traditional neighborhood development
Traditional neighborhood development (TND)  A development that is characterized by a grid street pattern with alleys, buildings oriented to the
street, front porches on houses, a focus on pedestrian facilities, a mix of compatible land uses, and village squares or greens. (See Article 8 for
more details and the review process.)
Traffic impact analysis  A written report that must be prepared for certain development projects that exceed specified traffic levels as more fully set
forth in Article 19.

U

Utility pole (new)  When used in the context of telecommunication facilities, a structure owned or operated by an alternative telecommunications
utility, as defined in § 196.01 (1d), Wis. Stats.; a public utility, as defined in § 196.01 (5), Wis. Stats.; a telecommunications utility, as defined in
§ 196.01 (10), Wis. Stats.; a city, village, town, or county; or a cooperative association organized under Ch. 185, Wis. Stats.; and that is designed
specifically for and used to carry lines, cables, or wires for telecommunications service, as defined in § 182.017 (1g)(cq), Wis. Stats.; for video
service, as defined in § 66.0420 (2)(y), Wis. Stats.; for electricity; or to provide light.
   Note: Definition derived from § 66.0404, Wis. Stats.

V
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Variance  A grant of relief approved by the Zoning Board of Appeals from the strict application of a zoning regulation that would permit development
in a manner otherwise prohibited. A variance is distinct from an administrative adjustment and a special exception.
Vision setback  An unoccupied triangular space, at the street corner of a corner lot, as established by § 490-2408.

W

Watt (new)  A measure of power consumption.
Wetland  An area where water is at, near or above the land surface long enough to be capable of supporting aquatic or hydrophytic vegetation and
which have soils indicative of wet conditions.
Wetland alteration (needed?) (S-W 467-11)  Any filling, flooding, draining, dredging, ditching, tiling, excavating, temporary water level stabilization
measures or dike and dam construction in a wetland area.
Wetland vegetation (new)  Plants of all types typically growing in and associated with a wetland.
Wharf (new)  A structure in navigable waters extending along the shore and generally connected with the uplands throughout its length, built or
maintained for the purpose of providing a berth for watercraft or for loading or unloading cargo or passengers onto or from watercraft. Such a
structure may include a boat hoist or boat lift, and the hoist or lift may be permanent or may be removed. (Also see pier)
Wind energy system  A system as defined in Chapter 66.0403 (1)(m), Wis. Stats., used to convert wind energy to electrical energy.
Wis. Admin. Code  A reference to Wisconsin Administrative Code.
Wis. Stats.  A reference to Wisconsin Statutes.
Wisconsin Administrative Code  The rules of administrative agencies having rule-making authority in the state, published in a looseleaf, continual
revision system as directed by § 35.93, Wis. Stats., and ch. 227, Wis. Stats., including subsequent amendments to those rules.
Wisconsin Administrative Code  A compilation of regulations adopted by state agencies in Wisconsin pursuant to the authority granted by the
Wisconsin Statutes.
Wisconsin Statutes  A compilation of the general laws adopted by the state of Wisconsin.
Woody vegetation  Perennial plants having hard lignified tissues or woody parts, especially stems.

Y

Yard (new)  The area of a lot that is required to be unoccupied and unobstructed from the ground upward, except by trees, shrubbery, or as
otherwise allowed in the City's zoning regulations (Chapter 490).

© GRAEF/Civi Tek

Yard, rear  The area of a lot that extends across the full width of the lot from the rear lot line to the face
of the principal building that is most parallel to the rear lot line.
   Note: The size, footprint, and location of the principal building on the property will dictate the size and configuration of the

rear yard.

Yard, shore  A yard extending across the full width of the lot, the depth of which shall be the minimum
horizontal distance between the ordinary high-water mark of a navigable body of water and a line parallel
thereto through the nearest point of the principal structure. (See yard type illustration).

© GRAEF/Civi Tek

Yard, side  The area of a lot that extends between the street yard and rear yard from the side lot line to
the principal building.
   Note: The size, footprint, and location of the principal building on the property will dictate the size and configuration of the

side yards.

 
E-19

 
Discussion Draft 06-25-2026



© GRAEF/Civi Tek

Yard, street  The area of a lot that extends across the full width of the lot from the front lot line to the
face of the principal building that is most parallel to the front lot line. Corner lots and through lots have
two such yards.
   Note: The size, footprint, and location of the principal building on the property will dictate the size and configuration of the

street yard.

Z

ZBA  An abbreviation for Zoning Board of Appeals
Zoning administrator (new)  The individual so designated by the Common Council chairman to perform those duties enumerated in the City's
zoning regulations (Chapter 490) and as authorized by state law. (Also see building inspector) (Verify means of appointment)
Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) (new)   A board created by the Common Council to render decisions relating to variances and administrative
appeals and other matters enumerated in the City's zoning regulations (Chapter 490) and in state law.
Zoning district (new)  An area on the zoning map within which the zoning regualtions are uniformly applied to all properties. Zoning districts can be
classified as base zoning districts, project-based zoning districts, or overlay zoning districts.
Zoning district, base  A type of zoning district that establishes uniform regulations for the use and development of land. (In contrast see zoning
district, project-based)
Zoning district, overlay (new)  A type of zoning district that is superimposed over one or more base districts, or project-based districts, or parts of
districts, and that modifies the requirements of the base district or project-based districts or imposes additional requirements, or both.
Zoning district, project-based  A zoning district resulting from the approval of one of the alternative development options in Article 8. (In contrast
see zoning district, base)
Zoning map amendment (new)  An amendment to the zoning map adopted as part of the City's zoning regulations (Chapter 490).
Zoning permit (new)  A written permit issued for a specified parcel of land prior to the issuance of a building permit to ensure that the proposed use
is consistent with the zoning requirements of the zoning district in which it is to be located.
Zoning regulations  All of the provisions set forth in Chapter 490 of the municipal code.
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