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 Introductions
 Upland Ecological Restoration 
 Funding Update 

– 2025 NFWF SOGL 
– 2026 NFWF SOGL 
– 2026 NFWF NCRF 
– WDNR TRM
– WDNR Urban Nonpoint 

Agenda



Valley Creek – Ecosystem Restoration 
Projects

Funding Sources
• U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Coastal 

Program (2023-2025, $135,000)
• American Bird Conservancy – National Fish 

and Wildlife Foundation Sustain Our Great 
Lakes Program (2023-2026, $45,000) 

• American Bird Conservancy – U.S. 
Department of Agriculture Forest Service 
(2024-2027, $45,000)  



Metrics
• USFWS Funding 

– Restoration across 20.9 acres of public parkland 
– 15+ native tree/shrub species

• 400+ trees/shrubs planted in Birchwood
– Install at least 25 native forbs and grasses in pollinator planting

• ABC SOGL Funding
– Restoration of 238 acres of nearshore habitat 
– Restoration of 6 acres of floodplain 
– Restoration of 51 acres of wetland 
– At least 100hrs of volunteer hours 
– Partner engagement of 500 people via outreach and education 

• ABC FS Funding
• Install 2,500 trees across project sites 

– Installed 845 in Valley Creek (Spring 2026) 

• 18 acres of invasive species management 
• 10 acres of native seed installation 
• 250,000 gallons of stormwater intercepted  



Project Areas



USFWS Project – Birchwood & 
Upper Lake Park 

• Project Goals
– Sustainable Restoration of 

Habitat 
– Diversification
– Invasive species management
– Watershed impacts
– Public Education/Engagement

• Site Activities 
– Birchwood 

• Invasive species 
management

• Wildlife habitat 
• Tree Planting 

– Upper Lake Park
• Site preparation 
• Native pollinator seeding
• Pollinator prairie 

management 



Birchwood



Birchwood



Birchwood



Upper Lake Park



Upper Lake Park



ABC SOGL Bluff

• Site Activities 
– ABC SOGL Bluff

• Invasive species 
management

• Wildlife habitat 



ABC SOGL Bluff



ABC FS Bluff

• Project Goals
– Emerald Ash Borer mitigation 
– Watershed impacts 
– Increase connectivity of 

forested habitat corridors 
– Sustainable restoration of 

habitat 
– Diversification
– Invasive species management
– Public Education/Engagement    

• Site Activities
– ABC FS Bluff

• Invasive species 
management

• Wildlife habitat
• Tree Planting

– Volunteer Event 



ABC FS Bluff



ABC FS Bluff



Pending Funding 

Grant Amount Requested Project Status 
2025 National Fish and Wildlife 
Foundation - Sustain Our Great Lakes 

$375,000
$100,000 match committed Upper Lake Park GI Awarded, pending contract 

WDNR Urban Nonpoint Source & Storm 
Water 

$150,000
$150,000 match committed Upper Lake Park GI Application submitted 

2026 National Fish and Wildlife 
Foundation - Sustain Our Great Lakes 

$365,000
$365,000 match committed Walter Street Ravine RSC Pre-proposal Submitted

2026 National Fish and Wildlife 
Foundation - National Coastal Resilience 
Fund

$5,000,000
$5,000,000 match committed Stream Project Invited for Full Proposal 

WDNR Targeted Runoff Management 
$218,393
$93,597 match committed

Stream Project - 6 RSC 
locations Application submitted 



Upper Lake Park Bioretention

• Secured 2025 
SOGL ($375,000

• Pending WDNR 
UNP ($150,000 



• Pending WDNR TRM ($218,393)

Stormwater Treatment: “Regenerative 
Stormwater Conveyance” (RSC) at outfalls



Stormwater Treatment: “Regenerative 
Stormwater Conveyance” (RSC) at outfalls

Existing outfall RSC example



Walters Street Ravine

• Pending 2026 SOGL ($365,000)



Walters Street Ravine



Walters Street Ravine: Design Concepts


