
   

 

 

CITY OF PORT WASHINGTON, OZAUKEE COUNTY, WI 

COMMON COUNCIL MEETING 

TUESDAY, MARCH 3, 2026 AT 6:30 P.M. 

Port Washington City Hall, 100 W. Grand Avenue 

                                                                      Port Washington, WI 53074 
                                                Council Chambers                                                                                                  

 
MINUTES 

1. ROLL CALL- Mayor Ted Neitzke IV convened the meeting of the Common Council at 6:30 p.m. Members 

present were Alderpersons Deborah Postl, Paul Neumyer, Michael Gasper, Dan Benning, Jonathan Pleitner, 

Pat Tearney, and Mary Lou Mueller. Also present was City Administrator Melissa Gossett, Director of 

Administration/City Clerk Susan Westerbeke, City Attorney Matt Nugent, Public Works Director Rob 

Vanden Noven and Director of Planning and Development Bob Harris.  

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG- The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

3. PUBLIC COMMENTS/APPEARANCES- Two residents and four non-residents provided comments 

related to the Vantage Data Center construction. One non-resident provided a comment related to the 

referendum question at the upcoming Spring Election.  

4. CONSENT AGENDA 

A. Approve Minutes of Previous Meeting 

MOTION MADE BY ALD. POSTL, SECONDED BY ALD. NEUMYER TO APPROVE THE 

CONSENT AGENDA AS PRESENTED. Motion carried unanimously. 

5. MAYOR’S BUSINESS 

A. Mayor’s Updates- The Mayor discussed the 24-hour data center construction concerns from the 2-17-

2026 Council meeting. Vantage has been asked to communicate their project, truck traffic, improve 

advanced notice of changes to the schedule, improve the communication process for complaints 

regarding noise, lighting, etc., and provide an end date to the 24-hour construction. Vantage has hired a 

Community Engagement employee to improve communication and address direct community 

engagement regarding these complaints. There are 13 openings on the City’s Boards, Committees and 

Commissions (BCC’s). Anyone interested in serving on these BCC’s should contact the Mayor. A 

Housing Task Force will be created to study affordable housing to address shortage of affordable 

housing within the city.  

B. Board of Public Works Charter Presentation- The Director of Public Works presented the 2026 

Board of Public Works Charter and discussed the purpose and membership of the Board. He outlined 

the regular maintenance, upcoming projects for 2026, and future project goals. Discussion was held.  

6. OFFICERS/STAFF REPORT 

A. Update from City Administrator- The City Administrator reported the Public Safety Building 

construction is on schedule. The future five-year plan, including the lead lateral plan, will be provided at 

a future meeting. The Zoning Code rewrite process continues. Please contact the Director of Planning 

and Development with any questions. Hiring for summer seasonal staff is occurring now. Any interested 

workers may apply. 

7. FROM STANDING COUNCIL COMMITTEES 

A. GOVERNMENT AND FINANCE COMMITTEE 

1. Consideration and Possible Action on a Recommendation to Reduce the Wastewater Billing for 

the Residents at 996 Algoma Drive- Finance Director/City Treasurer Mark Emanuelson was present to 

review the reduction which was recommended for approval by General Government and Finance 

Committee. A sewer service credit to reduce the bill would be applied due to a significant plumbing issue 

at the residence. Discussion was held. The Mayor requested increasing the amount of the credit to $800. 

MOTION MADE BY ALD. PLEITNER, SECONDED BY ALD. BENNING TO REDUCE THE 

WASTEWATER SERVICES BILLING WITH AN $800 CREDIT WHICH WOULD CARRY 

FORWARD TO FUTURE BILLS FOR THE RESIDENTS AT 996 ALGOMA DRIVE AS 

PRESENTED. VOTE TAKEN, AYE: 5, NO: 2 (NEUMYER, MUELLER). Motion carried.  
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2. Consideration and Possible Action on the Use of Water Utility Reserves for Additional Project 

Costs for the Water Treatment Plant Improvement Project- The Finance Director/Treasurer 

reviewed the contingency financing on project use. Water Utility reserves will be used to fund additional 

costs at a maximum of $1,063,500. General Government and Finance Committee recommended approval 

of this item. Discussion was held on the project cost and related financial processes. MOTION MADE 

BY ALD. BENNING, SECONDED BY ALD. PLEITNER TO APPROVE THE USE OF WATER 

UTILITY RESERVES FOR ADDITIONAL PROJECT COSTS FOR THE WATER TREATMENT 

PLAN IMPROVEMENT PROJECT AS PRESENTED. AYE: 5; NO: (MUELLER). Motion carried.  

8. FROM CITY BOARDS/COMMISSIONS- None.  

9. UNFINISHED BUSINESS- None.  

10.  NEW BUSINESS 

A. Consideration and Possible Action on Construction Change Order 7 on the 2025 Utility Extension 

Project on County Highway LL- Kapur and Associates Manager of Municipal Operations Aaron Groh 

reported on the plan to open County Highway LL to traffic with a gravel base that will be graded until it 

is able to be paved. Also discussed was the change order which includes culvert replacement on County 

Highway LL and Highland Lane. Mr. Groh outlined several details within the change order. Discussion 

was held. MOTION MADE BY ALD. POSTL, SECONDED BY ALD. NEUMYER TO APPROVE 

CONSTRUCTION CHANGE ORDER 7 ON THE 2025 UTILITY EXTENSION PROJECT ON 

COUNTY HIGHWAY LL AS PRESENTED. Motion carried unanimously. 

11.  PUBLIC COMMENTS/APPEARANCES- None.  

12. CONVENE INTO CLOSED SESSION pursuant to Wis. Stat. 19.85(1)(g) for the purpose of conferring 

with legal counsel for the governmental body who is rendering legal advice concerning strategy to be adopted 

by the body with respect to litigation in which it is or likely to become involved, specifically:  Ozaukee 

County Case No. 2026CV000001, Great Lakes Neighbors, Inc. v. City of Port Washington Joint Review 

Board et al, Ozaukee County Case No. 2025CV00521, Lynde Uihlein v. City of Port Washington, Ozaukee 

County Case No. 2026CV00047, Metropolitan Milwaukee Association of Commerce, Inc. et al v. City of 

Port Washington, Open Meetings Complaint Filed by Great Lakes Neighbors, Inc. dated February 11, 2026- 

The Mayor read the closed session item. MOTION MADE BY ALD. POSTL, SECONDED BY ALD. 

NEUMYER TO CONVENE IN CLOSED SESSION AT 7:46 P.M. ROLL CALL VOTE TAKEN, AYE: 

POSTL, NEUMYER, GASPER, BENNING, PLEITNER, TEARNEY, MUELLER. Motion carried 

unanimously. 

13. CONVENE INTO CLOSED SESSION per Wis. Stat. § 19.85(1)(e), for the purpose of deliberating or 

negotiating the purchase of public properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting other specified 

public business, whenever competitive or bargaining reasons require a closed session, to-wit:  to discuss and 

formulate negotiating strategies including, without limitation, the terms and conditions for the potential 

public purchase of property to be used to construct and install a booster station for the water utility, in the 

City of Port Washington- The Mayor read the closed session item. MOTION MADE BY ALD. POSTL, 

SECONDED BY ALD. NEUMYER TO CONVENE IN CLOSED SESSION AT 7:47 P.M. ROLL CALL 

VOTE TAKEN, AYE: POSTL, NEUMYER, GASPER, BENNING, PLEITNER, TEARNEY, MUELLER. 

Motion carried unanimously. 

14. RECONVENE INTO OPEN SESSION to take action relating to closed session discussions or 

deliberations, if any. MOTION MADE BY ALD. POSTL, SECONDED BY ALD. GASPER TO 

RECONVENE IN OPEN SESSION AT 9:18 P.M. ROLL CALL VOTE TAKEN, AYE: POSTL, 

NEUMYER, GASPER, BENNING, PLEITNER, TEARNEY, MUELLER. Motion carried unanimously. 

MOTION MADE BY ALD. POSTL, SECONDED BY ALD. GASPER TO AUTHORIZE CITY STAFF 

TO NEGOTIATE THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS FOR THE POTENTIAL PURCHASE OF 

PROPERTY TO BE USED TO CONSTRUCT AND INSTALL A BOOSTER STATION FOR THE 

WATER UTILITY. Motion carried unanimously. 

15. ADJOURNMENT- MOTION MADE BY ALD. POSTL, SECONDED BY ALD. NEUMYER TO 

ADJOURN THE MEETING AT 9:18 P.M. Motion carried unanimously.  

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

Susan L. Westerbeke, Director of Administration/City Clerk 

 


