
   

 

 

CITY OF PORT WASHINGTON, OZAUKEE COUNTY, WI 

COMMON COUNCIL MEETING 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2026 AT 6:30 P.M. 

Port Washington City Hall, 100 W. Grand Avenue 

                                                            Port Washington, WI 53074 

                                                              Council Chambers                                                                                                  

 
MINUTES 

 

 

1. ROLL CALL- - Mayor Ted Neitzke IV convened the meeting of the Common Council at 6:30 p.m. 

Members present were Alderpersons Deborah Postl, Paul Neumyer, Dan Benning, Jonathan Pleitner, Pat 

Tearney, and Mary Lou Mueller. Alderperson Michael Gasper was absent and excused. Also present was 

City Administrator Melissa Gossett, Director of Administration/City Clerk Susan Westerbeke, City Attorney 

Matt Nugent, Public Works Director Rob Vanden Noven and Director of Planning and Development Bob 

Harris.  

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG- Sixth grade students from Thomas Jefferson Middle 

school led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

3. PUBLIC COMMENTS/APPEARANCES- The Mayor read the public comments procedures. Two 

residents and four non-residents provided comments related to the data center.  

4. CONSENT AGENDA 

A. Approve Minutes of Previous Meeting 

B. Accept January Monthly Invoices 

MOTION MADE BY ALD. POSTL, SECONDED BY ALD. NEUMYER TO APPROVE AND 

ACCEPT THE CONSENT AGENDA AS PRESENTED. Motion carried unanimously. 

5. MAYOR’S BUSINESS 

A. Mayor’s Updates- The Mayor recognized the public concerns related to the Vantage Data Center truck 

traffic and dust mitigation. These concerns are shared with Vantage to adjust their work accordingly. 

Vantage has corrected the school bus delays. The Mayor addressed the recall petition and will continue 

to serve the city. In March, the Mayor invited the Wisconsin Public Policy Forum to come to a council 

meeting to present information on power and water usage.  

B. Student Environmental Ideas and Innovations-Thomas Jefferson Middle School 6th Grade Class- 

The students presented their projects containing solutions to environmental problems to the Council. 

The Mayor honored the students and their teachers with a Proclamation recognizing their efforts to solve 

existing environmental problems.  

C. Honorary Streets 2026- The Mayor announced honorary street signs which will be placed on the streets 

adjacent to the middle school and elementary schools. The students displayed the honorary street signs 

to the Council.  

D. Presentation from Business Improvement District (BID)-The Mayor explained the logistics of the 

BID District. BID Board President Ross Leinweber and Port Main Street President Nate Sherper 

provided a report on the BID board and discussed the Memorandum of Understanding between the two 

entities. Discussion was held.  

6. OFFICERS/STAFF REPORT 

A. Monthly Department Reports- The reports were presented in writing.  

B. Update on Spring Election- The City Clerk confirmed the Spring Election will occur April 7 and 

outlined the dates related to voter registration and absentee ballet requests by mail and in person. The 

City Clerk provided an update on the petition for mayoral recall that was submitted on February 16th by 

the required deadline. At cursory review it appears that the petition is several hundred signatures short 

of what is required therefore no recall election will be held. The Clerk also stated that a full review and 

certification of the petition will be made within 31 days as required by law.  
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C. Update from City Administrator- The City Administrator discussed the monthly department reports 

and which are available on the website, discussed employee anniversaries and open positions. Property 

tax payments are now made at the Ozaukee County Treasurers Office. The Library grand opening will 

occur March 7.   

i. Update on Public Safety Building- The Public Works Director provided an update on the 

public safety building construction project.  

ii. Update on Zoning Code Rewrite- The Director of Planning and Development provided an 

update on the project. The Director is meeting with the public at the Library on Fridays during 

the month of February from 3:00 to 4:30 p.m. to answer questions related to the draft Zoning 

Code update. 

7. FROM STANDING COUNCIL COMMITTEES 

A. GOVERNMENT AND FINANCE COMMITTEE 

1. Consideration and Possible Action on Ordinance 2026-1: An Ordinance Repealing §214.13 

and Amending §141-1 of the Municipal Code-1st Reading- The City Attorney reviewed the 

ordinance amending the cat licensing and repealing the beer garden series events. The Director of 

Parks and Recreation Jon Crain was present to review the history of the beer garden series. 

Discussion was held. MOTION MADE BY ALD. POSTL, SECONDED BY ALD. NEUMYER 

TO SUSPEND THE RULES AND CONSIDER ORDINANCE 2026-1 AT ONE READING. 

Motion carried unanimously.  

MOTION MADE BY ALD POSTL, SECONDED BY ALD. NEUMYER TO ADOPT 

ORDINANCE 2026-1: AN ORDINANCE REPEALING §214.13 AND AMEDING §141-1 OF 

THE MUNICIPAL CODE AS PRESENTED. Motion carried unanimously. 

8. FROM CITY BOARDS/COMMISSIONS- None.   

9. UNFINISHED BUSINESS- None.  

10.  NEW BUSINESS 

A. Consideration and Possible Action on Resolution 2026-02: Authorizing an Application for a 

Recreational Trails Program Grant- The Public Works Director discussed the Department of Natural 

Resources (DNR) program. The due date for the application is March 1. The Director reviewed the 

project to be supported with this grant. The Public Information meeting yielded no negative feedback. 

MOTION MADE BY ALD. NEUMYER, SECONDED BY ALD. TEARNEY TO ADOPT 

RESOLUTION 2026-02: AUTHORIZING AN APPLICATION FOR A RECREATIONAL TRAILS 

PROGRAM GRANT AS PRESENTED. Motion carried unanimously. 

11.  PUBLIC COMMENTS/APPEARANCES- None. 

12. ADJOURNMENT- MOTION MADE BY ALD. POSTL, SECONDED BY ALD. NEUMYER TO 

ADJOURN THE MEETING AT 8:15 an P.M. Motion carried unanimously.  

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

Susan L. Westerbeke, Director of Administration/City Clerk 

 


