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Message from the City of Port Washington

The City of Port Washington has been in compliance with all open meetings requirements
throughout the process that led to construction of the data center project. City officials have gone
well beyond what is required as they communicated information to the public for more than a
year.

The City is not aware of anyone filing a lawsuit questioning its compliance with open meetings
requirements, as has been claimed by a group on social media. We are aware of a complaint that
was filed to the District Attorney. This is not the same as a lawsuit. In fact, filing a complaint
with the District Attorney carries a requirement that they must wait 20 days before filing any
related lawsuit. These are basic and important distinctions, and just a portion of the several easily
verifiable inaccurate statements we must now correct for the record.

We welcome the opportunity to review the entire complaint with the District Attorney. The
group’s complaint is based on a false premise and contains a troubling number of statements that
are blatantly false — many of which could have been easily verified with a simple web search.

Inaccuracies in this complaint are so blatant and easily disproven that we wonder whether they
are simply the result of sloppy work, or committed on purpose to continue pushing false
narratives. Knowingly signing a complaint that contains false information is a potential criminal
violation.

To cite just a few examples:

e The group claims: The Developer s agreement was executed and approved on August 19,
2025. The terms and conditions agreed to were discussed almost solely within closed
sessions, including primarily the closed sessions held on July 1, 2025 and August 6,
2025.

This is blatantly false, and easily verifiable: During the Aug. 6 Common Council
meeting, Mayor Neitzke gave a public overview of the project that lasted more than 20
minutes. He was followed by Chris Smith, an attorney representing the City on the
project, who gave a public presentation of more than 25 minutes with specific details on
the potential development agreement. A recording of this meeting is available for anyone
to watch on the City’s YouTube channel.

o The group claims: Public meetings continued during the early summer of 2025. Those
meetings continued to address the proposed Data Center project, but only made general
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reference to what was then a draft Developers agreement.

Once again, this is blatantly false, and easily verifiable: Communication efforts continued
as the agreement was still being drafted in early summer 2025. In a June 10 special work
session, the Common Council hosted an hour-long public presentation on TID financing
related to the proposed project. This is available for anyone to view on the City's
YouTube channel. In the June 17 Common Council meeting, Mayor Neitzke gave a
nearly 30-minute presentation on his takeaways from recent visits to municipalities and
data center sites which included takeaways on development agreements. Again, this is
available for anyone to view on the City's YouTube channel. During the Aug. 6 meeting
cited above, Mayor Neitzke said specifically that a draft of the development agreement
would be posted on the City’s website in a few days; it was (see item below).

The group claims: No drafts of the Developers agreement were made available to the
public at any time up until just prior to the date of its approval on August 19, 2025.

Again, this is blatantly false, and easily verifiable: A draft of the development
agreement was posted on the City’s website on Aug. 8.

The Ozaukee Press reported on details of the agreement in its next issue, dated Aug. 13.
A draft of the development agreement also was included in the packet posted on the
City’s website in advance of the Aug. 19 meeting.

Given that we only recently received this complaint, we are performing additional due diligence
to surface any additional false statements that need to be corrected.

It is also important to note that even if everything the group claimed in its complaint were true —
which is not the case, as outlined above — the City has been in compliance with open meetings
requirements throughout this process and has gone above and beyond those requirements to
convey information to our community as this process has played out for more than a year.
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