
   

 

 

CITY OF PORT WASHINGTON, OZAUKEE COUNTY, WI 

COMMON COUNCIL MEETING 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2026 AT 6:30 P.M. 

Port Washington City Hall, 100 W. Grand Avenue 

                                                            Port Washington, WI 53074 

                                                              Council Chambers                                                                                                  

 
 

AGENDA 

 

1. ROLL CALL 

 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 

 

3. PUBLIC COMMENTS/APPEARANCES 

Individuals wishing to speak during Public Comments will be limited to a maximum of three 

(3) minutes per speaker. The Common Council, at its discretion, may limit the total time for 

Public Comment to a maximum of 30 minutes for each Public Comment period. 

 

4. CONSENT AGENDA 

All items listed under the Consent Agenda are considered routine and will be enacted by one 

motion. There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a Council member so 

requests, in which event the item will be removed and considered at this point on the agenda. 

 

A. Approve Minutes of Previous Meeting 

B. Accept January Monthly Invoices 

 

5. MAYOR’S BUSINESS 

A. Mayor’s Updates 

B. Student Environmental Ideas and Innovations-Thomas Jefferson Middle School 

6th Grade Class 

C. Honorary Streets 2026 

D. Presentation from Business Improvement District (BID) 

 

    

6. OFFICERS/STAFF REPORT 

A. Monthly Department Reports 

B. Update on Spring Election 

C. Update from City Administrator 

i. Update on Public Safety Building 

ii. Update on Zoning Code Rewrite 

 

 

7. FROM STANDING COUNCIL COMMITTEES 

A. GOVERNMENT AND FINANCE COMMITTEE 

1. Consideration and Possible Action on Ordinance 2026-1: An 

Ordinance Repealing §214.13 and Amending §141-1 of the 

Municipal Code-1st Reading 
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8. FROM CITY BOARDS/COMMISSIONS 

 

 

9. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

 

10.  NEW BUSINESS 

A. Consideration and Possible Action on Resolution 2026-02: Authorizing an 

Application for a Recreational Trails Program Grant 

 

 

11.  PUBLIC COMMENTS/APPEARANCES 

Individuals wishing to speak during Public Comments will be limited to a maximum of three 

(3) minutes per speaker. The Common Council, at its discretion, may limit the total time for 

Public Comment to a maximum of 30 minutes for each Public Comment period. 

 

 

12. ADJOURNMENT 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Special Accommodations: Persons with disabilities requiring special accommodations for attendance at the meeting should contact the 

City Clerk’s Office at (262) 284-5585 or cityclerk@portwashingtonwi.gov. Every effort will be made to arrange accommodations for all 

meetings, please provide notice at least one (1) business day prior to a meeting. 

 

Notice of Possible Quorum: Notice is hereby given that Common Council members or members of other governmental bodies who are 

not members of this board, commission or committee may be present at this meeting to gather information about a subject over which 

they have decision-making authority.  In that event this meeting may also constitute a simultaneous meeting of the Council or of such 

other governmental bodies.  Whether a simultaneous meeting is occurring depends on whether the presence of one or more Council 

members or members of such other governmental bodies results in a quorum of the Council or of such other governmental bodies and, 

if there is a quorum, whether any agenda items listed above involve matters within the Council’s or the other governmental bodies’ 

jurisdiction.  If a simultaneous meeting is occurring, no action other than information gathering will be taken at the simultaneous 

meeting.  [State ex rel. Badke vs. Greendale Village Board, 173 Wis. 2d 553 (1993).] 
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T h e  b i g  F l e x i b l e  F a c i l i t i e s  P r o g r a m  G r a n t  r e n o v a t i o n  y e a r !  F r o m  t h e  p l a n n i n g
p h a s e s  t o  t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n ,  o u r  l i b r a r y  s p a c e s  h a v e  t r a n s f o r m e d !

From book clubs, sensory play,
& guest speakers to tech help,
storytimes, and STEM studio...
we offer something for
everyone at your public library.

Summer Reading Challenge
= Port Page Turners: Color
Our World/Colorea Nuestro
Mundo. Open to ALL ages
with the goal to read 600
min to earn prizes, including
entry to our Golden Ticket
Pool Party!

Big thank you to

the Friends of the

W.J. Niederkorn

Library for their

continued support

along with our

other volunteers

who give their time

to help us out. 

2025
W.J. NIEDERKORN

LIBRARY

H I G H L I G H T S

D i s c o v e r  t h e
p o s s i b i l i t i e s . . .  



 

 

TO: Common Council    FROM: Jon Crain, Director of Parks, Recreation 

                                                                                             & Forestry 

DATE:  February 17, 2026 

 

SUBJECT: Parks, Recreation & Forestry Monthly Report 

 

• This past month has had some challenges with the weather.  We’ve had several small 

snow events that have required the crews to attend to.  In addition, there were numerous 

days of extreme cold, making it challenging for the forestry crews.  This has allowed us 

to work on annual equipment maintenance. 

• We have two forestry crews out at this time of year working on removals, along with 

structural and clearance pruning.  We have nearly 11,000 street trees alone that require 

several levels of maintenance.  The City Forester performs an inventory annually and 

determines the plan of action for pruning and removals.  Our goal is to have a seven-year 

rotation on structural pruning, but that comes with many challenges; limited staff, 

weather and various maintenance needs that arise throughout the season.  

• On the recreation side we are organizing our teams for T-ball, sling pitch and player pitch 

teams.  Play will begin in April competing with several teams from Grafton. We are also 

beginning to reach out to our seasonal staff to line up our maintenance and aquatic 

personnel.   

• In Theatre we wrapped up the Addams Family with three performances and 600 tickets 

sold. 
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TO:  Members of the Common Council    FROM:  Bob Harris, Director of Planning and Development  

 

DATE:  February 17, 2026  

 

SUBJECT:  Planning and Development Department Monthly Update  

 

 

Monthly Zoning Code Rewrite Update   

 

An updated schedule is in place for the zoning code rewrite project.  Beginning with the October 2025 Plan Commission 

meeting and continuing into winter 2026 meetings, the intent is to have all chapters of the new zoning code reviewed and 

ready for final draft approval by the Common Council this Spring.  To this end, rollouts of the code will be done in phases 

to allow for consistent public vetting and to have manageable bites for review each month.   

 

At the February 19, 2026, Plan Commission meeting the following draft chapters (Articles) will be introduced for initial 

review:  

• Article 5 – Specific Procedural Requirements 

• Article 19 – Engineering and Environmental Standards  

Details on each chapter (“Articles”) can be found on the project website HERE.   

Also: 

• A Zoning re-write public open house is being readied for March, with date and time currently TBD. 

• Planning staff is continuing to have “office hours” at the Niederkorn Library for anyone wishing to discuss or 

learn more about the City’s zoning re-write project.  “Office Hours” takes place every Friday in February from 

3:00 PM to 4:30 PM in the library’s Conference Room C.    

• The February 19, 2025 Plan Commission agenda will include the following: 

 

✓ Site plan and building review for a proposed elevator, stairwell, new lobby entrance, and 

expanded penthouse and rooftop deck for the Port Hotel.  A height review of these improvements 

will also be needed.  

✓ A conceptual plan review for a multi-family development located on vacant land south of the 

Harbor Campus complex. 

✓ A request to amend the conditional use grant for the We Energies power plant for an increase in 

allowable decibels. 
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City of Port Washington 

 
TO: Common Council FROM: Diane Chilinski, Director 

DATE: February 17, 2026 

SUBJECT: Port Washington Adult Community Senior Center Report 

Events/Classes/Travel: 

-On Wednesday, January 14, 2026 we held a wonderful art offering with Artist Lynn Barber on Batik painting.  Members who  

took the class created a unique snowman, perfect for framing. 

-On Wednesday, January 14, 2026 our Monthly Advisory Meeting consisted of Center Updates from Diane Chilinski (Director),  

idea sharing and Margaret King (Tai Chi/Qigong Instructor) presented an idea of adding a seated class for those who may not be  

able to participate in the regular class. 

-On Thursday, January 15, 2026 members of the Green Felt Club held an Open House. This allowed community members, or  

those from neighboring Senior Centers to gather for a fun afternoon filled with lots of billiards, music and laughter!!! 

-On Wednesday, January 21, 2026,  Linda Chaloupka (Center Member/Volunteer) was our featured speaker for Lakeside Tea.  

 Linda shared information on plant based eating.  Each month Lakeside Tea offers a presentation of interest, along with tea and 

dessert. 

-On Thursday, January 22, 2026 we held our Annual Travel Show.  Katie G. with Collette Travel provided information on the 

upcoming extended travel to Switzerland, Colorado Rockies and Morocco.  In addition, we have information available from 

our new travel partner, Premier Travel. They are featuring trips to Nova Scotia and Canadian Maritimes, Treasures of Ireland and 

Historic Savannah and Charleston.  We rolled out our 2026 Day Trips and signed up members for local travel opportunities. 

The August Brewer’s Game was so popular, all seats were sold out that night!!!  We had a record attendance at the show with 38 

members joining us.  

-On Monday, January 26, 2026 members had the opportunity to attend intergenerational bingo at St. John’s the 23rd.  It was  

a cold day, but a good time was had by all who attended.  Thank you to the students and staff for making the Center members 

feel so welcome at their school. (Pictures below) 

-On Monday, January 30, 2026 we had coffee with the Mayor.  We appreciate the updates on our beautiful city. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Center Updates: 

-The Center transitioned to an upgraded operational offering by having online registration options available, as well as now 

being able to take credit card payments. 

-In addition, we transitioned to a new check-in process, utilizing Rec Desk.  Each member is assigned an individual bar code 

card that they swipe in the front lobby.  Center members are receiving support from staff and volunteers as we all learn the  

new system together. This will allow us to track Center attendance, program usage, volunteer hours and more.  

-We have a new Senior Singer Director, Mary Van Pietersom (piano instructor), will join us as of 1/1/26. We are thrilled to be 

able to continue offering this wonderful program at the Center, and in the community as they take the show on the road. 
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TO: Common Council  FROM: Kevin Hingiss, Chief, Police Department 

DATE: February 17, 2026 

SUBJECT: Monthly Calls For Service (CFS) Statistics for January 2026 

CFS COUNT CFS COUNT

911 3 Lost/Missing Person 2

911 (Cell) 18 Miscellaneous Service 9

Abandoned Vehicle 1 Motor Vehicle Accident - Personal Injury 13

Administrative 5 Mutual Aid 18

Alarm (Burglar) 6 Noise Complaint 2

Alarm (Fire) 15 OAWI 1

All Other 2 Open Door/Window 4

Animal Complaints 5 Ordinance Violation 11

Assist Citizen 59 Parking Violation 60

Assist Other Agency 20 Public Works/Hwy Dept Call Out 5

Business Check 192 Rescue Call 112

Criminal Damage to Property 1 School 53

Debris in Roadway 2 Secure/Check Parks 189

Directed Patrol 119 Sexual Assault 3

Disabled Vehicle 9 SRT Call Out 1

Disorderly Conduct 11 Suicidal 3

Domestic Violence - Physical 2 Suspicious - Vehicle, Person 18

Door Check 107 Tag Deer/Boat/Snowmobile or DNR Violation 2

Driving Complaint 7 Theft 3

Drug Investigation 3 Traffic Complaint/Eratic Driver (In Progress) 4

Emergency Detention/Chapter 1 Training 3

Family Trouble 1 Trespass 3

Field Interview 10 Underage Alcohol Violation 1

Fire Call 5 Vehicle Traffic Stop 98

Found Property 4 Vehicle/Residence Lockout 5

Fraud 7 Warrant Pickup/Service Attempt 2

Harassment 8 Waste Water Treatment Plant Call 70

License Premise (Tavern) Check 2 Welfare Check 20

Total 1340
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TO: General Government and Finance Committee FROM: Matthew Nugent, City Attorney 

 

DATE: February 17, 2026 

 

SUBJECT: Ordinance 2026-01 AN ORDINANCE REPEALING §214-13 AND AMENDING §141-1 

 

 

ISSUE: Should Common Council approve Ordinance 2026-01? 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  City Attorney recommends Common Council adopt Ordinance 2026-

01.  

 

RECOMMENDED MOTION:  

 

1. “I move to suspend the rules requiring two readings before Council may act on any proposed 

ordinance, as it relates to Ordinance 2026-01.” 

 

2. “I move to adopt Ordinance 2026-01.” 

 

BACKGROUND/DISCUSSION:  Ordinance 2026-01 calls for two changes: repeals §214-13 and amends 

§ 141-1.  

 

This ordinance was before the General Government and Finance Committee on February 3, 2026. GGF 

recommended Common Council adopt 2026-01. 

 

§ 214-13, as it currently stands, regulates the Beer Garden Series events that take place in Upper Lake Park. 

Beer Garden Series Events are events hosted by the Friends of Port Washington Parks and Recreation on 

behalf of other charitable organizations in a series outside of typical beer garden rentals. In spring 2025, 

after discussion amongst staff, including Parks and Recreation Director Jon Crain, the decision was taken 

to not strictly enforce the requirements of §214-13. The requirements had become onerous on organizers 

beer garden events were not being administered according to the Code. The series continued in 2025, but 

the requirements of the code were not strictly enforced. After reviewing the administration of the 2025 

series and the expected 2026 series, it became clear that the Parks and Recreation Department’s internal 

policies and procedures are robust enough to regulate Beer Garden events. Essentially, §214-13 has outlived 

its usefulness and is no longer enforceable. As such, repealing the ordinance will allow beer garden events 

to continue to be administered according to the Parks and Recreation Department’s policies. 

 

§ 141-1 of the City code currently calls for residents to license all cats and dogs. The amendment in 

Ordinance 2026-01 removes the requirement to license cats. very few cats that reside within the City are 

licensed. On an annual basis, roughly 20-30 cats were licensed. It is believed that there are many more cats 

in the City. Accordingly, the cost to administer the availability of cat licenses outpaced the revenue gained 

through cat license fees. As such, the Finance Department has stopped administering cat licenses with no 

known negative impact. Amending this section of the code will allow the code to come into compliance 

with current practice.  
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LEGAL: 

1. City Attorney Review: Yes  

 

2. Legal Comments & Conclusions: See above. 

 

BOARD/COMMITTEE/COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION:  General Government and Finance 

Committee recommends approval.  

 

PUBLIC OUTREACH: N/A  

 

IF APPROVED, NEXT STEPS: Ordinance 2026-01 will take effect upon publication.  

 

ATTACHMENTS:  Ordinance 2026-01 

   City of Port Washington Municipal Code §214-13 

   City of Port Washington Municipal Code §141-4 

 



 
CITY OF PORT WASHINGTON, WISCONSIN 

ORDINANCE NO. 2026-01 
 

An Ordinance Repealing § 214-13 and Amending §141-1.  
 

 
The Common Council of the City of Port Washington, Wisconsin, do ordain as follows: 

 

Section 1. § 214-13 “Beer garden series events” of the Port Washington Municipal Code 

is hereby repealed.  

 
Section 2. § 141-1 is hereby amended to read as follows: 
 
Except as provided in § 174.054, wis. Stat., the owner of a dog more than five months of 
age on January 1 of any year, or five months of age within the license year, shall annually 
pay a dog license fee and obtain a license from the City Clerk. Fees for said licensees shall 
be as set forth in §§ 174.05 through 174.09, Wis. Stats. 

 
 
Section 3. This ordinance shall become effective upon passage and publication. 
 
 
 
 
Passed and approved this ______ day of February 2026. 

 
ATTEST:   
 

 
_________________________________  ______________________________ 
Susan L. Westerbeke, City Clerk   Theodore Neitzke IV, Mayor 



the City, its officials, officers, members, agents, employees or authorized volunteers will not contribute to 
any such loss or liability. All insurance shall be in full force prior to the beginning of the event and shall 
remain in force throughout the event, including any pre-event setup and post-event take down or cleanup 
operations relating to the event. A current certificate of liability insurance evidencing the required type and 
amount of coverage shall be filed with the City Clerk at least 30 days prior to the event and shall be subject 
to review and approval by the City Attorney. An event shall not commence or proceed without submission 
and approval of such insurance certificate. The City's receipt and retention of such insurance certificate 
without comment shall not constitute or be deemed acceptance thereof or waiver of any requirement under 
this section. 

§ 214-10. Event cancellation. 

The City Administrator, Police Chief or Fire Chief may cancel an event, whether or not a license or permit 
has been issued, without prior notice due to any substantial change in conditions that has or is likely to 
adversely affect the health, safety or welfare of the public or of attendees of the event. 

§ 214-11. Appeals. 

§ 214-12. Violations. 

In addition to such other forfeitures or penalties set forth in the Municipal Code of the City of Port 
Washington, in the event of a violation of the terms or conditions of an event license or permit or this 
chapter by an organizer, sponsor, licensee or permittee, the City may deny, suspend, revoke or nonrenew 
such license or permit, seek injunctive relief and/or pursue all other available legal and equitable remedies. 
A conviction of such violation(s) may also result in the denial of a future event license or permit. 

§ 214-13. Beer garden series events. [Added 4-20-2021 by Ord. No. 2021-1] 

A. Appeal from determination of City Clerk or City Administrator. A person, entity or applicant 
aggrieved by a determination made by the City Clerk or City Administrator pursuant to this chapter 
shall file a written appeal with the City Clerk not later than five business days after notice of such 
determination. The appeal shall be heard and decided by the Common Council, following review and 
recommendation by the General Government and Finance Committee, at the Common Council's next 
regularly scheduled meeting for which legally required notice may be provided to the public. The 
Common Council may affirm, reverse or modify a determination of the City Clerk or City 
Administrator at the conclusion of such hearing, after the appellant, the City Clerk and/or City 
Administrator and their respective attorneys have had an opportunity to be heard. [Amended 
8-1-2023 by Ord. No. 2023-15] 

B. Appeal from decision of Common Council. A person, entity or applicant aggrieved by a decision of 
the Common Council denying, suspending, revoking or nonrenewing an event license or permit, or 
other decision of the Common Council made pursuant to this chapter, may seek review in the 
Ozaukee County Circuit Court as provided in Wis. Stats. § 68.001 et seq. (Municipal Administrative 
Procedure) (2017-18 and as amended) or seek such other legal relief as may be available. 

A. Definitions. As used herein the following terms shall have the meanings indicated: 

BEER GARDEN SERIES EVENT — An event held in Upper Lake Park – Picnic Area 6 beer garden 
facilities between May 15 and October 15, on such days and at such hours as established or revised 
from time to time by resolution of the Common Council.[Amended 4-5-2023 by Ord. No. 2023-6] 

CITY PROPERTY — Has the meaning in § 214-2 of this chapter. 

City of Port Washington, WI
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EVENT — 

EXTRAORDINARY SERVICES — The meaning in § 214-2 of this chapter. 

A temporary gathering of people on public property and including, but not limited to, one or 
more of the circumstances listed below: 

Exclusive use of all or part of City property within the City's boundaries, including, but 
not limited to, buildings, park shelters, open spaces, streets, and parking lots. 

(a) 

The closing of a public street, public right-of-way, or public way. (b) 

Installation or erection of temporary structures, including but not limited to tents. (c) 

City ordinances, rules or policies require public safety support by City employees. (d) 

The provision of extraordinary services by any City department. (e) 

Alcohol beverages, food and/or merchandise will be offered for sale, with a portion of 
the net proceeds distributed to the charitable organization furnishing volunteers to provide 
labor for the event. 

(f) 

(1) 

As used herein, the term "event" is not intended to include a family gathering or picnic unless it 
involves at least one of the above factors. 

(2) 

B. Beer garden series events; organization; operation; permits. Beer garden series events shall be subject 
to the following rules and regulations: 

(1) Purpose and role of Friends of Port Washington Parks and Recreation, Inc. Friends of Port 
Washington Parks and Recreation, Inc., is an independent, nonstock, nonprofit corporation 
organized for charitable purposes under § 501(c)(3), Internal Revenue Code. Such charitable 
purposes include, but are not limited to, lessening the burdens of City government through 
general fund-raising for, and the development, maintenance, improvement and beautification of, 
current and future public buildings, facilities, staff, activities, events, classes and programs of 
the Port Washington Parks and Recreation Department, the mission of which is to improve the 
quality of life for all residents of Port Washington by facilitating leisure and cultural activities, 
special events, and services that promote mental and physical health, self-development and 
community involvement. 

(2) Purposes of beer garden series events. The purposes of the beer garden series events are to 
provide a congenial atmosphere for the enjoyment of the citizens of the City and surrounding 
areas; to attract visitors and tourists to the City; to further the economic interests of the nonprofit 
and charitable organizations and groups within the City, thereby increasing the amount of 
donations from such organizations to the City for current and future public buildings, facilities, 
staff, activities, events, classes and programs of the Port Washington Parks and Recreation 
Department; and to enhance economic development through tourism, all in a manner consistent 
with public health, safety and welfare. 

(3) Operations. Operation of the beer garden series events shall be administered by the Board of 
Directors and staff of Friends of Port Washington Parks and Recreation, Inc. 

(4) Authorization. The President of Friends of Port Washington Parks and Recreation, Inc., is 
authorized to assign dates for, collect and hold in its operating account and disburse all revenues 
resulting from, and execute such documents as are necessary to conduct the beer garden series 

City of Port Washington, WI
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CITY OF PORT WASHINGTON, WISCONSIN 
RESOLUTION 2026-02 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN APPLICATION FOR A 
RECREATIONAL TRAILS PROGRAM GRANT 

WHEREAS, the City of Port Washington is interested in the development and 
maintenance of recreational trail facilities for public outdoor recreation purposes as 
described in the application; and 

WHEREAS, financial aid is required to carry out the project; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that City of Port Washington has 
budgeted a sum sufficient to complete the project or acquisition and 

HEREBY AUTHORIZES the Public Works Director to act on behalf of the City 
of Port Washington to: 

• Submit an application to the State of Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
for any financial aid that may be available.

• Submit reimbursement claims along with necessary supporting
documentation within six (6) months of project completion date.

• Submit signed documents; and
• Take necessary action to undertake, direct and complete the approved project.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT that the City of Port Washington will
comply with state or federal rules for the programs; may perform force account work; will 
maintain the completed project in an attractive, inviting, and safe manner; will keep the 
facilities open to the general public during reasonable hours consistent with the type of 
facility; and will obtain from the State of Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 
approval in writing before any change is made in the use of the project site. 

Passed and adopted this _________ day of ________________________, 2026. 

________________________ 
Theodore Neitzke IV, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

___________________________ 
Susan L. Westerbeke, City Clerk 



Roger Strohm
Line
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