
   

 

 

CITY OF PORT WASHINGTON, OZAUKEE COUNTY, WI 

COMMON COUNCIL MEETING 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 2025 AT 6:30 P.M. 

LEPANTO BANQUET CENTER AT HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS                      

                                                            AT 350 E. SEVEN HILLS ROAD, PORT WASHINGTON WI 53074 

                                                                                                  

 
MINUTES 

 

1. ROLL CALL- - Mayor Ted Neitzke IV convened the meeting of the Common Council at 6:30 p.m. 

Members present were Alderpersons Deborah Postl, Paul Neumyer, Michael Gasper, Dan Benning, Jonathan 

Pleitner, Pat Tearney, and Mary Lou Mueller. Also present was City Administrator Melissa Gossett, Director 

of Administration/City Clerk Susan Westerbeke, City Attorney Matt Nugent, Public Works Director Rob 

Vanden Noven, and Director of Planning and Development Bob Harris. 

• City Attorney Nugent read the meeting protocol policies for public comments/appearance and 

announced the public comment period would be 30 minutes in length. 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG- The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

3. PUBLIC COMMENTS/APPEARANCES- - Four non-residents spoke in favor of the data center project 

and TID No. 5. Three residents and two non-residents spoke against the data center project and TID No. 5. 

One non-resident spoke against the height allowance for the 115 E. Pier St. project. One resident spoke 

against the transfer of real estate for Oakland Green.  

4. CONSENT AGENDA 

A. Approve Minutes of Previous Meeting- MOTION MADE BY ALD. POSTL, SECONDED BY 

ALD.NEUMYER TO APPROVE THE CONSENT AGENDA AS PRESENTED.  

5. MAYOR’S BUSINESS 

A. Mayor’s Updates- We Energy Presentation Powering The New Development and Protecting 

Customers- We Energies Executive Vice President of External Affairs Bert Garvin and Vice President 

of State Regulatory Affairs Rich Stasik provided a presentation on power for new data centers, the 

regional power grid, We Energies regular customer protection plans and their Very Large Customer 

(VLC) Tariff, and payment and cancellation agreements for those VLC’s. The We Energies staff 

answered questions from the Council.  

The Mayor discussed the upcoming November 5th Lighthouse Ribbon cutting marking completion of 

the restoration project.  

6. OFFICERS/STAFF REPORT 

A. City Administrator Report- The City Administrator provided updates on the following; a recent event 

at the Senior Center; Public Safety Building construction schedule, November 5th  Lighthouse ribbon 

cutting, and the November 8th  War Memorial re-dedication.  

7. FROM STANDING COUNCIL COMMITTEES- None.  

8. FROM CITY BOARDS/COMMISSIONS 

       A.  PLAN COMMISSION 

1. PUBLIC HEARING TO CONSIDER A SPECIAL EXCEPTION request from Pier Street     

Development LLC to permit a proposed mixed use apartment building at 115 E. Pier Street to 

exceed the 35-foot as-of-right height allowance in the B-4, Central Business District.- The Mayor 

opened the public hearing. There were no speakers in favor of the special exception. There were two 

residents and one non-resident that spoke against the special exception. There being no further comments, 

the Mayor closed the public hearing.  

2. Consideration and Possible Action on a Special Exception Request from Pier Street     

Development LLC to Permit a Proposed Mixed Use Apartment Building at 115 E. Pier Street to 

Exceed the 35-foot As-of-Right Height Allowance in the B-4, Central Business District; Pier Street 

Development LLC, Applicant- The Director of Planning & Development reviewed the request for the  

height exception. The current lot is private, and the proposed building will include a tenant parking area 

below so no public parking spaces will be lost. The Design Review Board and Plan Commission have 

approved this request. The developers were present to discuss their project which will include 51 rental 

units and integrated parking stalls. The Council asked questions and discussed the request. MOTION 

MADE BY ALD. PLEITNER, SECONDED BY ALD. BENNING TO APPROVE A SPECIAL 
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EXCEPTION REQUEST FROM PIER STREET DEVELOPMENT LLC TO PERMIT A PROPOSED 

MIXED USE APARTMENT BUILDING AT 115 W. PIER STREET TO EXCEED THE 35-FOOT AS-

OF-RIGHT HEIGHT ALLOWANCE IN THE B-4, CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT; PIER STREET 

DEVELOPMENT LLC, APPLICANT AS PRESENTED. Motion carried unanimously.    

3. PUBLIC HEARING FOR THE ANNEXATION OF APPROXIMATELY 90.642 ACRES OF 

LAND from the Town of Port Washington into the City of Port Washington and assigning a 

temporary zoning designation of I-3 for the purpose of accommodating a proposed data center 

campus. The land is located south of Lake Drive and west of IH-43. The annexation petition by 

VDC WISCO REALTY INVESTMENTS 1, LLC- The Mayor opened the public hearing. There were 

no speakers in favor of the annexation. Two non-residents spoke against the annexation and data center.  

4. Consideration and Possible Action on Ordinance 2025-28: Petition to Annex 90.642 Acres from 

the Town of Port Washington to the City of Port Washington and Assigning a Temporary Zoning 

Recommendation of I-3; Generally Located South of Lake Drive and West of IH-43; VDC Wisco 

Realty Investments 1 LLC, Applicant – 2nd Reading- Special Planner Sam Schultz was present to 

review the annexation petition and ordinance. The Plan Commission recommended approval of the 

annexation. MOTION MADE BY ALD. BENNING, SECONDED BY ALD. PLEITNER TO 

APPROVE ORDINANCE 2025-28: PETITION TO ANNEX 90.642 ACRES FROM THE TOWN OF 

PORT WASHINGTON TO THE CITY OF PORT WASHINGTON AND ASSIGNING A 

TEMPORARY ZONING RECOMMENDATION OF 1-3: GENERALLY LOCATED SOUTH OF 

LAKE DRIVE AND WEST OF IH-43; VDC WISCO REALTY INVESTMENTS 1 LLC, APPLICANT 

AS PRESENTED. Motion carried unanimously. 

5. PUBLIC HEARING TO CONSIDER REZONING APPROXIMATELY 90.642 ACRES OF 

LAND located south of Lake Drive and West of IH-43 TO I-3 TECHNOLOGY CAMPUS 

DISTRICT to accommodate a proposed data center campus- The Mayor opened the public hearing. 

There being no comments for or against. The Mayor closed the public hearing.  

6. Consideration and Possible Action on Ordinance 2025-29: Permanently Rezone 90.642 Acres of 

Land to the I-3 Technology Campus District to Accommodate a Proposed Data Center Campus; 

Generally Located South of Lake Drive and West of IH-43; VDC Wisco Realty Investments 1 LLC, 

Applicant – 2nd Reading- Special Planner Schultz reviewed the rezoning and ordinance. The Plan 

Commission recommended approval of the rezoning. MOTION MADE BY ALD. BENNING, 

SECONDED BY ALD. PLEITNER TO APPROVE ORDINANCE 2025-29: PERMANENTLY 

REZONE 90.642 ACRES OF LAND TO THE I-3 TECHNOLOY CAMPUS DISTRICT TO 

ACCOMMODATE A PROPOSED DATA CENTER CAMPUS AS PRESENTED. Motion carried 

unanimously. 

7. Consideration and Possible Action on a Declaration of Surplus Property for 1.85 Acres of City-

Owned Land Located at 425 W Oakland Avenue – Oakland Green- Public Works Director Rob 

Vanden Noven was present to review the requested declaration. Ozaukee County will grant a blanket 

easement to the city. Ozaukee County Director of Planning and Parks Andrew Struck was present to 

report on past and current projects including Mineral Springs Creek which has been a partnership project 

with the city since 2012 to support the restoration of natural habitat, fish, and the lake. Director of Parks, 

Recreation and Forestry Jon Crain discussed the area and potential for making it a sustainable space for 

the future. Discussion was held. MOTION MADE BY ALD. POSTL, SECONDED BY ALD. 

NEUMYER TO APPROVE A DECLARATION OF SURPLUS PROPERTY FOR 1.85 ACRES OF 

CITY-OWNED LAND LOCATED AT 425 W OAKLAND AVE – OAKLAND GREEN AS 

PRESENTED. Vote Taken; Aye 6 No 1 (Gasper). Motion carried.  

9. UNFINISHED BUSINESS- None. 

10.  NEW BUSINESS 

A. Consideration and Possible Action on Resolution 2025-16: A Resolution Creating Tax 

Incremental District No. 5, Approving its Project Plan and Establishing its Boundaries- 2nd 

Reading- Ehlers-Inc. Senior Municipal Advisor was present to review TID No. 5 and project plan 

including financial components and answered questions. MOTION MADE BY ALD. BENNING, 

SECONDED BY ALD. PLEITNER TO APPROVE RESOLUTION 2025-16: A RESOLUTION 

CREATING TAX INCREMENTAL DISTRICT NO. 5, APPROVING ITS PROJECT PLAN AND 

ESTABLISHING ITS BOUNDARIES AS PRESENTED. Motion carried unanimously.  

 



Common Council Meeting Minutes 

November 4, 2025 

Page 3 

 

 

B. PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSED 2026 CITY BUDGET- The Mayor opened the public 

hearing. There being no comments for or against, the Mayor closed the public hearing.  

C. Consideration and Possible Action on Resolution 2025-17: Approving the 2025 Tax Levy and the 

2026 Budget for the Operations and Administration of the City of Port Washington- The City 

Administrator was available to answer questions. Ald. Benning, Chairperson of General Government 

and Finance Committee, reviewed the challenges involved in presenting a balanced 2026 Budget. 

Discussion was held. MOTION MADE BY ALD. BENNING, SECONDED BY ALD. NEUMYER 

TO APPROVE RESOLUTION 2025-17: APPROVING THE 2025 TAX LEVY AND THE 2026 

BUDGET FOR THE OPERATIONS AND ADMINISTRATION OF THE CITY OF PORT 

WASHINGTON AS PRESENTED. Motion carried unanimously.  

D. Consideration and Possible Action on a Memorandum of Agreement with Ozaukee County for 

Future Work in the Mineral Springs Creek Corridor- The Public Works Director reviewed the 

agreement. This agreement was recommended for approval by the Board of Public Works.  

Ald. Mueller momentarily left the meeting at 8:52 P.M. and was not present to vote before returning. 

MOTION MADE BY ALD. NEUMYER, SECONDED BY ALD. NEUYMER TO APPROVE A 

MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT WITH OZAUKEE COUNTY FOR THE FUTURE WORKS 

IN THE MINERAL SPRINGS CREEK CORRIDOR AS PRESENTED. Motion carried. 

E. Consideration and Possible Action on an Agreement for Donation of Real Estate, Transferring 

the Title for Oakland Green to Ozaukee County- The Public Works Director reviewed the 

agreement which was also approve by the Board of Public Works.  

Ald. Mueller returned to the meeting at 8:55 p.m. 

MOTION MADE BY ALD. NEUMYER, SECONDED BY ALD. TEARNEY TO APPROVE AN 

AGREEMENT FOR DONATION OF REAL ESTATE, TRANSFERRING THE TITLE FOR 

OAKLAND GREEN TO OZAUKEE COUNTY AS PRESENTED. Vote taken; Aye: 6, No: 1 (Gasper) 

Motion carried. 

11. PUBLIC COMMENTS/APPEARANCES-One resident and four non-residents provided comments in 

support of the data center project. Three residents and three non-residents provided comments against the 

data center project. One resident provided comments against the donation of Oakland Green to Ozaukee 

County.  

12. ADJOURNMENT- MOTION MADE BY ALD. POSTL, SECONDED BY ALD. NEUMYER TO 

ADJOURN THE MEETING AT 9:30 P.M. Motion carried unanimously.  

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

Susan L. Westerbeke, City Clerk 

 

 

 


