Y CITY OF PORT WASHINGTON, OZAUKEE COUNTY, WI
COMMON COUNCIL MEETING
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2025 AT 6:30 P.M.
LEPANTO BANQUET CENTER AT HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS
AT 350 E. SEVEN HILLS ROAD, PORT WASHINGTON WI 53074
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®

MINUTES

ROLL CALL- Mayor Ted Neitzke IV convened the meeting of the Common Council at 6:30 p.m. Members

present were Alderpersons Deborah Postl, Paul Neumyer, Michael Gasper, Dan Benning, Pat Tearney, and

Mary Lou Mueller. Alderperson Jonathan Pleitner was absent and excused. Also present was City

Administrator Melissa Gossett, Director of Administration/City Clerk Susan Westerbeke, City Attorney

Matt Nugent, Public Works Director Rob Vanden Noven, and Director of Planning and Development Bob

Harris.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG- The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

PUBLIC COMMENTS/APPEARANCES- The Mayor read the meeting protocol policies for public

comments/appearance and announced the public comment period would be 30 minutes in length. Four non-

residents spoke in favor of the data center project and supported the alternate route of ATC power lines.

Three residents and eight non-residents spoke against the data center project, the ATC power lines, and TID

No. 5..

CONSENT AGENDA

A. Approve Minutes of Previous Meeting

B. Accept September Monthly Invoices

MOTION MADE BY ALD. POSTL, SECONDED BY ALD. NEUMYER TO APPROVE AND ACCEPT

THE CONSENT AGENDA AS PRESENTED. Motion carried unanimously.

MAYOR’S BUSINESS

A. Mayor’s Updates- The Mayor announced that scaffolding is being removed from the lighthouse.
November 5 is slated for the ribbon cutting ceremony marking completion of the renovation and
reopening the lighthouse.

1. Proclamation and Mayor Letter to the Public Service Commission- The Mayor read the letter
which is being sent to the Public Service Commission (PSC) regarding the ATC power line placement
in support of the alternate route which the PSC is considering. The Mayor read the proclamation
which will accompany the letter to the PSC. In addition, Senator Jodi Habush Sinykin and
Representative Robert Brooks are submitting letters to the PSC in support of the alternate route of
ATC power lines as well.

2. Consideration and Possible Action on Resolution 2025-15: Recognizing October 11" As World
Migratory Bird Day- MOTION MADE BY ALD. BENNING, SECONDED BY ALD. MUELLER
TO APPROVE RESOLUTION 2025-15: RECOGNIZING OCTOBER 11™ AS WORLD
MIGRATORY BIRD DAY AS PRESENTED. Motion carried unanimously.

OFFICERS/STAFF REPORT

A. Department Monthly Reports- The reports were distributed in writing. The Director of Public Works
provided an update on the status of construction of the Public Safety Building. Ald. Benning added
comments related to the construction.

B. City Administrator Update — 2026 City Budget Presentation- The City Administrator presented the
2026 Budget, highlighted challenges to remain within the required levy limits, and navigating unknown
costs while continuing to provide services to residents. The administrator provided General Fund Budget
highlights. The assessed value of properties increased this year due to required revaluation, as properties
were falling below the state compliance rate.

FROM STANDING COUNCIL COMMITTEES- None.

FROM CITY BOARDS/COMMISSIONS- None.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS- None.
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10. NEW BUSINESS

A.

11.

12.

Consideration and Possible Action on Resolution 2025-16: Creating Tax Incremental District No.
5, Approving its Project Plan and Establishing its Boundaries- 1°* Reading- The Director of Planning
and Development reviewed the purpose for creating Tax Incremental District (TID) No. 5. Ehlers, Inc.
Senior Municipal Advisor Todd Taves reviewed the TID No. 5 Plan and Industrial District for the
Vantage Data Center. The base value is estimated at $121 million, and the incremental value of $2.1
billion. This TID will be created with the $121 million of the base value as of January 1, 2026, which
will be part of the general tax base for all taxing jurisdictions to apply their tax levies across. The second
reading of this resolution will occur at the November 4 meeting.
Consideration and Possible Action on Approval of an Easement to We Energies for Electric Utility
on Hales Trail- City Engineer Roger Strohm reviewed the easement to We Energies to bury power lines
in the area near the Community Garden and answered questions from the Council. MOTION MADE BY
ALD. NEUMYER, SECONDED BY ALD. MUELLER TO APPROVE AN EASEMENT TO WE
ENERGIES FOR ELECTRICAL UTILITY ON HALES TRAIL AS PRESENTED. Motion carried
unanimously.
Consideration and Possible Action on Approval of an Easement to We Energies for Electric Utility
on Whitefish Road- The City Engineer reviewed the easement We Energies to bury the overhead power
lines in Whitefish Park and answered questions from the Council. MOTION MADE BY ALD.
MUELLER, SECONDED BY ALD. BENNING TO APPROVE AN EASEMENT TO WE ENERGIES
FOR ELECTRICAL UTILITY ON WHITEFISH ROAD AS PRESENTED. Motion carried
unanimously.
Consideration and Possible Action to Approve Alcohol License Transfer to New Premise (Locally
Inspired, LLC 226 E. Main Street to 302 N. Franklin Street)- The City Clerk presented the Alcohol
License transfer information. MOTION MADE BY ALD. BENNING, SECONDED BY ALD. POSTL
TO APPROVE THE ALCOHOL LICENSE TRANSFER TO A NEW PREMISE (LOCALLY
INSPIRED, LLC 226 E. MAIN STREET TO 302 N. FRANKLIN STREET) AS PRESENTED. Motion
carried unanimously.
PUBLIC COMMENTS/APPEARANCES- Three non-residents spoke in favor of the data center project
and its potential impact on the local economy. Two residents and seven non-residents spoke against the
data center project, the ATC power lines, and the potential impact on the environment.
ADJOURNMENT- MOTION MADE BY ALD. POSTL, SECONDED BY ALD. NEUMYER TO
ADJOURN THE MEETING AT 8:39 P.M. Motion carried unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,
Susan L. Westerbeke, City Clerk



