
   

 

 

CITY OF PORT WASHINGTON, OZAUKEE COUNTY, WI 

COMMON COUNCIL MEETING 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 7, 2025 AT 6:30 P.M. 

Port Washington City Hall, 100 W. Grand Avenue,  

                                                               Port Washington, WI 53074 

                                                                                                        Council Chambers 

 
MINUTES 

1. ROLL CALL- Mayor Ted Neitzke IV convened the meeting of the Common Council at 6:30 p.m. Members 

present were Alderpersons Deborah Postl, Paul Neumyer, Michael Gasper, Dan Benning, Jonathan Pleitner, 

and Mary Lou Mueller. Alderperson Pat Tearney attended remotely. Also present was City Administrator 

Melissa Gossett, Director of Administration/City Clerk Susan Westerbeke, City Attorney Matt Nugent, 

Public Works Director Rob Vanden Noven, and Director of Planning and Development Bob Harris. 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG- The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

3. PUBLIC COMMENTS/APPEARANCES- Ald. Mueller read a letter from a constituent requesting an 

ordinance to allow urban chicken-keeping. 13 people from outside the area and three city residents provided 

comments against the data center, expressed environmental concerns, and opposed to placement of ATC 

lines in areas outside the city. One person from outside the area spoke in favor of the project and its economic 

impact. Also present to speak was Tracey Herrington of Vantage Data Centers.   

4. SWEARING IN OF POLICE OFFICER ETHAN WILLMANN- Officer Willman was sworn in by the 

Director of Administration/City Clerk and affirmed his Oath of Honor.  

5. CONSENT AGENDA 

A. Approve Minutes of Previous Meeting- MOTION MADE BY ALD. POSTL, SECONDED BY ALD. 

NEUMYER TO APPROVE THE CONSENT AGENDA AS PRESENTED. Motion carried unanimously. 

6. MAYOR’S BUSINESS 

A. 2025 Annual Recognition Awards and Keys to the City- The Mayor presented the 2025 Annual 

Recognition awards and Keys to the City to the following: 2025 Non-Profit Organization–The Food Pantry, 

Inc., 2025 Philanthropic Organization-Mike Ansay Family, 2025 Service to the City-Andrew Van Ells-

Robert L. Schanen Post No. 82 American Legion, and 2025 Community Leadership-Paint on Port Mural 

Program. 

B. Mayor’s Updates- The Mayor shared excerpts of a letter written by former Mayor Charles Larson, which 

was recently retrieved from the 1948 Time Capsule located at the Water Filtration Plant.  

1. Data Center Impact Presentation- The Mayor provided a presentation on the impact of the data center.  

2. Consideration and Possible Action on Resolution 2025-15: Recognizing October 11th As World  

Migratory Bird Day- The Mayor read the resolution. No action was taken.  

Council went into a brief recess.  

7. OFFICERS/STAFF REPORT 

A. City Administrator Update – 2026 City Budget Presentation- The 2026 Budget presentation was 

postponed until the October 21 Council Meeting.  

8. FROM STANDING COUNCIL COMMITTEES 

A. GENERAL GOVERNMENT AND FINANCE COMMITTEE 

1. Consideration and Possible Action on Approval of Lease Agreement and Memorandum of Tower 

Lease Agreement with Verizon Wireless for Collocation on the Police Tower on Wisconsin Street- 

City Engineer Roger Strohm reviewed the agreements. Discussion was held. General Government and 

Finance Committee recommended approval of the agreements. MOTION MADE BY ALD. BENNING, 

SECONDED BY ALD. MUELLER TO APPROVE THE LEASE AGREEMENT AND 

MEMORANDUM OF TOWER LEASE AGREEMENT WITH VERIZON WIRELESS FOR 

COLLOCATION ON THE POLICE TOWER ON WISCONSIN STREET AS PRESENTED. Motion 

carried unanimously.  

2. Consideration and Possible Action on Approval of Second Amendment to the West Water Tower 

Lease Agreement with T-Mobile Central, LLC- The City Engineer reviewed the agreement. 

Discussion was held. General Government and Finance Committee recommended approval of the 

agreement. MOTION MADE BY ALD. BENNING, SECONDED BY ALD. PLEITNER TO 

APPROVE THE SECOND AMENDMENT TO THE WEST WATER TOWER LEASE 

AGREEMENT WITH T-MOBILE CENTRAL, LLC AS PRESENTED. Motion carried unanimously. 
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9. FROM CITY BOARDS/COMMISSIONS 

A. BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS 

1. Consideration and Possible Action on Resolution 2025-13 on Proposed Changes to the 

Grafton/Port Washington/Cedarburg Urban Area Boundary Functional Classification System- 

The Director of Public Works reviewed the resolution which is required by the State of Wisconsin 

Department of Transportation and was recommended for approval by the Board of Public Works. 

MOTION MADE BY ALD. GASPER, SECONDED BY ALD. NEUMYER TO APPROVE 

RESOLUTION 2025-13 ON PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE GRAFTON/PORT 

WASHINGTON/CEDARBURG URBAN AREA BOUNDARY FUNCTIONAL CLASSIFICATION 

SYSTEM AS PRESENTED. Motion carried unanimously. 

B. PLAN COMMISSION 

1. PUBLIC HEARING TO CONSIDER REZONING APPROXIMATELY 59.280 ACRES OF 

LAND located south of Lake Drive and West of IH-43 TO I-3 TECHNOLOGY CAMPUS 

DISTRICT to accommodate a proposed data center campus- The Mayor opened the Public Hearing. 

Nine people from outside the area offered comments against the annexation, ATC powerlines, and 

closing Highland Drive. One person from outside the area provided a comment in support of the 

annexation and data center. The City Attorney clarified that South Highland Drive was discontinued in 

August 2025. North Highland Drive will be reviewed at the October 21st meeting. There being no more 

public comments the Mayor closed the public hearing.  

2. Consideration and Possible Action on Ordinance 2025-27 to Permanently Rezone 59.280 Acres of 

Land to the I-3 Technology Campus District to Accommodate a Proposed Data Center Campus; 

Generally Located South of Lake Drive and West of IH-43; VDC Wisco Realty Investments 2 

LLC, Applicant – 2nd Reading- Land Use and Development Advisor Sam Schultz was present to report 

on the ordinance. MOTION MADE BY ALD. BENNING, SECONDED BY ALD. POSTL TO 

APPROVE ORDINANCE 2025-27 TO PERMANENTLY REZONE 59.280 ACRES OF LAND TO 

THE I-3 TECHNOLOGY CAMPUS DISTRICT TO ACCOMMODATE A PROPOSED DATA 

CENTER CAMPUS; GENERALLY LOCATED SOUTH OF LAKE DRIVE AND WEST OF IH-43; 

VDC WISCO REALTY INVESTMENTS 2 LLC, APPLICANT AS PRESENTED. Motion carried 

unanimously 

3. PUBLIC HEARING FOR THE ANNEXATION OF APPROXIMATELY 333.842 ACRES OF 

LAND from the town of Port Washington into the city of Port Washington and assigning a 

temporary zoning designation of I-3 for the purpose of accommodating a proposed data center 

campus. The land is located south of Dixie Road, north of Lake Drive, and West of IH-43. The 

annexation petition by VDC Wisco Realty Investments 3, LLC- The Mayor opened the public 

hearing. Six people from outside the area spoke against the annexation, environmental concerns and 

ATC powerlines. There being no further comments the Mayor closed the public hearing.  

4. Consideration and Possible Action on Ordinance 2025-24: A Petition to Annex 333.842 Acres from 

the Town of Port Washington to the City of Port Washington and Assigning a Temporary Zoning 

Recommendation of I-3; Generally Located South of Dixie Road, North of Lake Drive, and West 

of IH-43; VDC Wisco Realty Investments 3 LLC, Applicant – 2nd Reading- Advisor Sam Schultz 

reported on the ordinance. MOTION MADE BY ALD. BENNING, SECONDED BY ALD. 

NEUMYER TO APPROVE ORDINANCE 2025-24: A PETITION TO ANNEX 333.842 ACRES 

FROM THE TOWN OF PORT WASHINGTON TO THE CITY OF PORT WASHINGTON AND 

ASSIGNING A TEMPORARY ZONING RECOMMENDATION OF I-3: GENERALLY LOCATED 

SOUTH OF DIXIE ROAD, NORTH OF LAKE DRIVE, AND WEST OF IH-43; VDC WISCO 

REALTY INVESTMENTS 3 LLC, APPLICANT AS PRESENTED. Motion carried unanimously.  

5. PUBLIC HEARING TO CONSIDER REZONING APPROXIMATELY 333.842 ACRES OF 

LAND located south of Dixie Road, north of Lake Drive, and West of IH-43 TO I-3 

TECHNOLOGY CAMPUS DISTRICT to accommodate a proposed data center campus.- The 

Mayor opened the public hearing. Two people from outside the area and one resident spoke against the 

annexation and ATC powerlines. There being no further comments the Mayor closed the hearing. 
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6. Consideration and Possible Action on Ordinance 2025-25: To Permanently Rezone 333.842 Acres 

of Land to the I-3 Technology Campus District to Accommodate a Proposed Data Center Campus; 

Generally Located South of Dixie Road, North of Lake Drive, and West of IH-43; VDC Wisco 

Realty Investments 3 LLC, Applicant – 2nd Reading- Advisor Sam Schultz reported on the ordinance. 

Ald. Mueller requested clarification on the facts related to the private land sales to Vantage by former 

property owners in the Town of Port Washington. MOTION MADE BY ALD.BENNING, SECONDED 

BY ALD. NEUMYER TO APPROVE ORDINANCE 2025-25: TO PERMANENTLY REZONE 

333.842 ACRES OF LAND TO THE I-3 TECHNOLOGY CAMPUS DISTRICT TO 

ACCOMMODATE A PROPOSED DATA CENTER CAMPUS; GENERALLY LOCATED SOUTH 

OF DIXIE ROAD, NORTH OF LAKE DRIVE, AND WEST OF IH-43; VDC WISCO REALTY 

INVESTMENTS 3 LLC, APPLICANT AS PRESENTED. Motion carried unanimously.  

7. Consideration and Possible Action on a Ordinance 2025-28: Petition to Annex 90.642 Acres from 

the Town of Port Washington to the City of Port Washington and Assigning a Temporary Zoning 

Recommendation of I-3; Generally Located South of Lake Drive and West of IH-43; VDC Wisco 

Realty Investments 1 LLC, Applicant – 1st Reading- Advisor Sam Schultz reviewed the ordinance. 

This is the first reading of this ordinance. The public hearing and second reading will occur at the 

October 21 meeting.  

8. Consideration and Possible Action to Ordinance 2025-29: Permanently Rezone 90.642 Acres of 

Land to the I-3 Technology Campus District to Accommodate a Proposed Data Center Campus; 

Generally Located South of Lake Drive and West of IH-43; VDC Wisco Realty Investments 1 

LLC, Applicant - 1st Reading- Advisor Schultz reviewed the ordinance. This is the first reading of this 

ordinance. The public hearing and second reading will occur at the October 21 meeting.  

10. UNFINISHED BUSINESS- None.  

11.  NEW BUSINESS 

A. Consideration and Possible Action Regarding an Agreement with the Northport Group, LLC- Von 

Briesen representative Claude Lois was present to review the agreement. MOTION MADE BY ALD. 

POSTL, SECONDED BY ALD. BENNING TO APPROVE THE UTILITY EASEMENT AGREEMENT 

WITH NORTHPORT GROUP LLC AS PRESENTED. Motion carried unanimously.  

B. Consideration and Possible Action on Approval of Easement Agreement with We Energies to Extend 

Sewer and Water to Highland Pointe North- The City Engineer reviewed the easement agreement. 

MOTION MADE BY ALD. BENNING, SECONDED BY ALD. NEUMYER TO APPROVE THE 

EASEMENT AGREEMENT WITH WE ENERGIES TO EXTEND SEWER AND WATER TO 

HIGHLAND POINTE NORTH AS PRESENTED. Motion carried unanimously.  

C. Consideration and Action on Claim for Damages Against the City by Cynthia Collins- The City 

Attorney reviewed the claim and insurance company investigation and recommendation to deny the claim. 

MOTION MADE BY ALD. BENNING, SECONDED BY ALD. MUELLER TO APPROVE 

DISALLOWANCE OF THE CLAIM FOR DAMAGES AGAINST THE CITY BY CYNTHIA COLLINS 

AS PRESENTED. Motion carried unanimously.  

12.  PUBLIC COMMENTS/APPEARANCES- Seven people from outside the area and two city residents 

provided comments against the data center, environmental concerns, and placement of ATC lines in areas 

outside the city. Two people from outside the area provided comments in support of the Council and the data 

center project and its economic impact on the area. Rebecca Gries of Milwaukee 7 and Kathleen Schilling of 

Ozaukee County Economic Development provided comments in support of the data center project and its 

overall positive impact to the region.   

13. CONVENE INTO CLOSED SESSION per Wis. Stats. § 19.85(1)(e) for the purpose of deliberating or 

negotiating the purchase of public properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting other 

specified public business, whenever competitive or bargaining reasons require a closed session, to-wit: 

discuss and formulate negotiating strategies regarding the potential sale of City-owned property at 104 

W. Washington Street and 365 N. Wisconsin Street in the City of Port Washington, Ozaukee County, 

Wisconsin (Tax ID No.: 16-098-10-01.001- The Mayor read the closed session item. MOTION MADE BY 

ALD. POSTL, SECONDED BY ALD. NEUMYER TO CONVENE IN CLOSED SESSION AT 10:16 P.M. 

ROLL CALL VOTE TAKEN, AYE: POSTL, NEUMYER, GASPER, BENNING, PLEITNER, TEARNEY, 

MUELLER. Motion carried unanimously. 
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14. RECONVENE INTO OPEN SESSION to take action relating to the closed session items, if any-  

MOTION MADE BY ALD. POSTL, SECONDED BY ALD. NEUMYER TO RECONVENE IN OPEN 

SESSION AT 10:54 P.M.. ROLL CALL VOTE TAKEN, AYE: POSTL, NEUMYER, GASPER, 

BENNING, PLEITNER, TEARNEY, MUELLER. Motion carried unanimously.   

15. ADJOURNMENT- MOTION MADE BY ALD. POSTL, SECONDED BY ALD. MUELLER TO 

ADJOURN THE MEETING AT 10:56 P.M.  Motion carried unanimously.  

 

Respectfully submitted by 

Susan L. Westerbeke, Director of Administration/City Clerk 

 


