
 

 

 
 CITY OF PORT WASHINGTON, OZAUKEE COUNTY, WI 

GENERAL GOVERNMENT AND  

FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 15, 2023 AT 5:30 P.M. 
Port Washington City Hall, 100 W. Grand Avenue, Port Washington, WI 53074 

                           Council Chambers Side Conference Room 
 

 
 

MINUTES 
 

1. Roll Call- Members present were Alderpersons Dan Benning, Paul Neumyer, Jonathan Pleitner, and Deborah Postl. 
Also present were City Administrator Anthony Brown, City Clerk Susan Westerbeke, and ACA/HR Emily Blakeslee.  
 

2. Appointment of General Government and Finance Committee Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson- Ald. 
Deborah Postl nominated Ald. Jonathan Pleitner as Chairperson of the committee. MOTION MADE BY ALD. POSTL, 
SECONDED BY ALD. BENNING TO APPOINT ALD. PLEITNER AS CHAIRPERSON OF THE GENERAL 
GOVERNMENT AND FINANCE COMMITTEE. Motion carried unanimously. Ald. Deborah Postl nominated Ald. Dan 
Benning as Vice-Chairperson of the committee. MOTION MADE BY ALD. POSTL, SECONDED BY ALD. PLEITNER 
TO APPOINT ALD. BENNING AS VICE CHAIRPERSON OF THE GENERAL GOVERNMENT AND FINANCE 
COMMITTEE. Motion carried unanimously.  

 
3. Approve Minutes of Previous Meetings of the Administration Committee and Finance and License 

Committee- MOTION MADE BY ALD. BENNING, SECONDED BY ALD. POSTL TO APPROVE THE MINUTES 
FROM THE AUGUST 1, 2023, MEETINGS OF THE ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE AND FINANCE AND 
LICENSE COMMITTEE AS PRESENTED. Motion approved unanimously. 

 
4. Quarterly Financial Report- Finance Director/City Treasurer Mark Emanuelson reviewed the Financial Report for 

the Second Quarter of 2023 and answered questions from the committee. 
 

5. Resolution 2023-10: Amending the 2023 Schedule of Application, License, Permit and Other Fees, Costs, 
Taxes and Charges to Include Non-Emergency Lift Assist Fees for the City of Port Washington- The City 
Administrator reviewed the graduated fee schedule, which is patterned after false alarm fees. The fees apply to skilled 
nursing care and assisted living facilities. Fire Chief Mark Mitchell was present to answer questions from the 
committee. MOTION MADE BY ALD. BENNING, SECONDED BY ALD. POSTL TO RECOMMEND ADOPTION OF 
RESOLUTION 2023-10 AS PRESENTED. Motion carried unanimously.  

 
6. Consideration and Possible Action on Original Class A Cider License and Class A Beer License for Dream 

Apple Farm LLC d/b/a DreamPort Harvest Market, 223 N. Franklin Street, Edward Callahan-Agent)- The City 
Clerk presented the application and agent Edward Callahan who intends to store and sell Cider at DreamPort Harvest 
Market. The law requires “Class A Cider” license holders to hold a “Class A” Beer license as well. MOTION MADE 
BY ALD. BENNING, SECONDED BY ALD. POSTL TO RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF THE LICENSES AS 
PRESENTED. Motion carried unanimously.  

 
7. Consideration and Possible Action for a One-Day Alcohol Premise Extension for Sir James Pub (316 N. 

Franklin Street for the Ladies Night Out Event)- The City Clerk outlined the One-Day Alcohol Premise Extension 
allowing Sir James Pub to participate in the August 17, 2023, Port Main Street Event. Due to the size of the event, 
the organizers and owner of Sir James Pub have requested this extension to allow for a larger gathering space and 
area for prize drawings. Patrons may only purchase beer or wine products in plastic cups within the fenced area. No 
alcoholic beverages may be carried out or consumed outside of the approved premise during the event. The parking 
lot area for which the extension of premise is requested is owned by Port Washington State Bank. The bank provided 
a letter granting approval to Sir James Pub to use their property for this event. MOTION MADE BY ALD. POSTL, 
SECONDED BY ALD. BENNING TO RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF THE ONE-DAY PREMISE EXTENSION AS 
PRESENTED. Motion carried unanimously.  
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8. Consideration and Possible Action on One-Day Alcohol Premise Extensions for Establishments Participating 
in the Port Main Street Fall Street Festival Event- The City Clerk discussed the One-Day Alcohol Premise 
Extension to allow 11 downtown establishments with annual alcohol licenses to participate in the Port Main Street 
Fall Street Festival event during designated hours. Patrons may only purchase, carry out, and consume beer or wine 
products in plastic cups during the festival hours in the delineated event grounds There can be no hard liquor sold, 
carried out, or consumed on the grounds during this event. The establishments include Bernie’s, Fork & Tap, 
Schooner Pub, Singing Salmon, Sir James Pub, The Steerage, Twisted Willow, John’s Pizzeria, Vines to Cellar, 
Moonlight Tavern, and Pier 6. MOTION MADE BY ALD. BENNING, SECONDED BY ALD. PLEITNER TO 
RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF THE ONE-DAY PREMISE EXTENSIONS FOR BERNIE’S, FORK & TAP, 
SCHOONER PUB, SINGING SALMON, SIR JAMES PUB, THE STEERAGE, TWISTED WILLOW, JOHN’S 
PIZZERIA, VINES TO CELLAR, MOONLIGHT TAVERN, AND PIER 6 AS PRESENTED. Motion carried unanimously. 

 
9. Consideration and Possible Action on a Contract for Assessment Services with Associated Appraisal 

Consultants, Inc. for Assessment Years 2024 through 2028 - The City Administrator discussed the contract and 
the related assessment services and reviewed the contract process. After consideration of other companies, 
Associated Appraisal Consultants, Inc. is being recommended provide annual maintenance. The full five-year 
contract is $325,000, with 2025 and 2028 likely becoming revaluation years. MOTION MADE BY ALD. POSTL, 
SECONDED BY ALD. BENNING TO RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF THE CONTRACT WITH ASSOCIATED 
APPRAISAL CONSULTANTS, INC. FOR THE ASSESSMENT YEARS 2024 THROUGH 2028 AS PRESENTED. 
Motion carried unanimously. 

 
10. Fire Department Organizational Structure and Staffing- The City Administrator and Fire Chief reviewed the current 

staffing structure, employee retention (both full and part-time), and future project needs. This data was analyzed 
taking into consideration the city’s population with anticipated growth, housing unit increases, and projected age 
change of the population in future years. Discussion related to several staffing models occurred. MOTION MADE BY 
ALD. POSTL, SECONDED BY ALD BENNING TO RECOMMEND ACCEPTANCE OF THE HYBRID STAFFING 
MODEL. Motion carried unanimously. 

 
11. 2024 Budget Philosophy- Ald. Pleitner recommended four options for consideration. The options were reviewed 

by the committee. This item will be considered by the Common Council during its September 5, 2023, meeting.  
 

12. Chairman’s Business- None.  
 

13. Member’s Business- None. 
 

14. Public Comments/Appearances- None.  
 

15. Adjournment- MOTION MADE BY ALD. POSTL, SECONDED BY ALD. BENNING TO ADJOURN THE MEETING 
AT 6:32 PM. Motion carried unanimously.  
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Susan L. Westerbeke 
City Clerk 
 

 


