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Smart Growth Is The Only Path to Preserve
What We Love About Port Washington

The following editorial from Mayor Neitzke recently was published in the Ozaukee County News
Graphic.

When you live near the water, you can sometimes see the storm clouds gathering in advance.
And right now, clouds are looming over Port Washington’s economic future.

The good news is that the storm hasn’t hit us yet. We still have the opportunity to chart a course
to clear skies on the other side.

And that’s exactly why we’re bringing a data center here.

The issues we’re facing might not be immediately apparent when you visit our postcard-worthy
downtown. If you spent a pleasant fall afternoon here — and you should! -- you'd walk away
thinking everything was great.

But the future of the Port Washington we all love is not guaranteed and can’t be taken for
granted. Having spent most of my life here, I've seen it firsthand: We were flying high when we
were home to major manufacturers. Then we got hit hard when almost all of them left. That left
us with small businesses and seasonal tourism — incredible blessings, but not enough to keep
our city’s economy vibrant and well positioned for the future.

So what do the storm clouds look like? Right now, 80% of our city’s budget burden falls on our
residential taxpayers. We are struggling to maintain the services our residents deserve and
provide the resources our schools need. And just about everything is getting more expensive —
something that affects city budgets just as it affects you and your family.

Now we have an opportunity, but we only allowed it to move forward after doing our due
diligence. We spent most of 2025 finding out everything there is to know about data centers. We
have been listening to questions and concerns from the community since January. Based on
their feedback, we adopted the most comprehensive data center-specific zoning codes in the
country and approved an agreement with Vantage Data Centers that locks in significant benefits
while shielding taxpayers from risk.

This $8 billion-plus investment will create significant economic activity, tax revenue,
infrastructure investment and jobs — all on a scale that works for a city our size.

And please don’t take things you’ve read on social media at face value. The data center won't
use millions of gallons of water per day. It won’t cause water pollution, noise pollution or light
pollution. We didn’t force anyone to sell their land. | and our Common
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Council members are not personally benefiting from this project at all. Nobody from the city
signed a non-disclosure agreement for this project.

What is true: Vantage is paying for infrastructure upgrades that will benefit our entire city.
They’re preserving wetlands and adding retention ponds to keep storm water runoff from
repeatedly flooding our city. They’re planting more than 2,300 trees. They’re paying for
increased energy capacity and infrastructure, prioritizing sustainable power sources while not
passing along costs to other customers.

You can read about all of this on our city’s website, and it has been discussed in multiple public
meetings since January.

To residents of nearby communities who have concerns about the location of new power lines:
Port Washington does not have a role in those decisions, but we have reached out to We
Energies and the American Transmission Company to urge them to consider the needs of
community members as they plan potential new routes. We would also note that we have a
powerplant on our shores and large power lines running through our neighborhoods that help
keep the lights on throughout the region.

We care deeply about preserving Port Washington. But kicking the can down the road and
hoping for the best isn’t a strategy. Only by pursuing smart growth can we ensure that our city
will remain vibrant and relevant for decades to come.

Sincerely,

Ted Neitzke IV
Mayor, City of Port Washington
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