
 

Fact sheet: Port Washington data center project 
October 20, 2025 | The following fact sheet is intended to help members of the community better understand the data center 
project and clarify some lingering misconceptions. Please visit the City’s website to learn more: portwashingtonwi.gov  

Q: What actions did Joint Review Board and Plan Commission take related to the data center on Thursday? 
A: The Joint Review Board reviewed a proposed plan to create a Tax Incremental District. The Plan Commission held a 
public hearing, also reviewed the plan, then voted unanimously to advance the plan to the Common Council. The council 
previously held a work session on TIDs in June. This TID is designed to shield the city and taxpayers from absorbing any 
costs or risk associated with the project, while receiving significant economic and infrastructure benefits. 

The City already has approved the data center project, including a development agreement with Vantage Data Centers and 
data center-specific zoning codes that were drafted after spending most of 2025 listening to input from residents and 
community members.  

City officials first brought this potential opportunity to our residents in January and have been listening ever since then, 
using the input they heard to establish one of the nation’s strictest zoning codes for data centers and secure significant 
sustainability commitments from Vantage. 

Q: Did the public have a chance to hear about this project before now? 
A: Yes. The Port Washington Common Council heard a presentation about the data center opportunity during a public work 
session on Jan. 7, 2025. The Council meets twice per month and has discussed aspects of the data center project in nearly 
all of those meetings since January; agendas and background information packets for each of these meetings are available 
on the City's website, and replays are available on the City's YouTube channel. The City has communicated frequently 
between meetings, both directly with residents and on its website. This project has been discussed in more than 500 news 
stories since January, including 100 in the Ozaukee Press alone. 

Q: Why does this project make sense for Port Washington? 
A: This project will add new economic activity, infrastructure improvements, tax revenue and employment opportunities to 
our community without disrupting all the things we love about living here. 
 
Q: What role does the City of Port Washington play in determining where new power lines might go?  
A: The City of Port Washington has no role in that process. For information on providing input on that process, visit the 
Public Service Commission of Wisconsin’s website at psc.wi.gov 
 
Q: Will my power bill go up as the result of the data center? 
A: No. Vantage is working with We Energies and will pay for all infrastructure without any cost to other consumers. WEC 
and the WI Public Utilities Commission created a special new rate to ensure that Vantage pays for 100% of the power 
infrastructure costs associated with the data center campus. Vantage is contractually obligated to pay these costs. 

https://www.portwashingtonwi.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/6274/638962047469930000


Q: Will the data center cause water pollution? 
A: No. Vantage’s data center design uses a closed-loop cooling system that uses 
minimal water and saves billions of gallons per year compared to water-based 
cooling systems.  

Vantage will purchase the minimal water it uses from the City. The total water 
usage on a peak day is estimated to be approximately 22,000 gallons, equivalent 
to approximately 65 residential homes. 

For the small amount of water the project does use, Vantage will fund and partner 
on local water restoration projects to offset and exceed annual water 
consumption. There will be no impact on residents’ water availability or rates 
because of this project. Of note, the water that will be used for cooling the data 
center campus is not evaporated nor discharged to local waterways.  

You can read more about Vantage’s commitment to sustainability on the city’s 
website. 

Q: Where is power for the project coming from? 
A: Vantage and We Energies are partnering to bring additional clean energy 
online and strengthen local energy infrastructure, with all these costs being paid 
for by Vantage. Vantage will fund the buildout of 1,949 MW of new renewable 
energy resources; The 16 new clean energy projects are a mix of solar, wind, and 
battery storage projects located across six Wisconsin counties. Seventy percent 
of that capacity will serve the data center campus, and the remaining 30% will be 
used to provide clean energy to all consumers in Wisconsin.  

Any non-renewable energy usage will be matched with renewable energy, 
prioritizing local sourcing, to achieve 100% every year.  

Q: How many jobs will be created? 
A: This project is expected to be the largest employer in Port Washington. During 
the construction phase, the project will create 4,000 direct, good-paying jobs, the 
majority of which will be union positions. Once complete, Vantage will employ 
approximately 330 full-time staff in Port Washington to oversee campus 
operations. The project will support approximately 5,800 indirect jobs across 
suppliers, vendors, and subcontractors. 
 
Q: Are the details of this project laid out in a contract? 
A: Yes. You can read them on the City’s website. 

 
 

Key milestones 
1/7: Work session to discuss 
data center opportunity 
1/21: Annexation agreement 
with Town of Port Washington 
4/15: Creation of a zoning 
district for data centers 
5/20: Comprehensive Plan 
Amendment for the site 
approved. 
6/10: Work session on TIDs 
6/11: Vantage announcement 
6/17: Presentation on data 
center visits by mayor and city 
administrators 
8/6: Development agreement 
presented to Common Council 
8/19: Common Council 
approves development 
agreement 
8/28: Vantage presentation; 
Plan Commission approves 
data center building, site and 
operations plan 

https://www.portwashingtonwi.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/6132
https://www.portwashingtonwi.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/6088/638913789113430000

