
   

CITY OF PORT WASHINGTON, OZAUKEE COUNTY, WI 

COMMON COUNCIL MEETING 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 19, 2025 AT 6:30 P.M. 

Port Washington City Hall, 100 W. Grand Avenue,  

Port Washington, WI 53074 

                                          Council Chambers 

 
MINUTES 

1. ROLL CALL- Mayor Ted Neitzke IV convened the meeting of the Common Council at 6:30 p.m. Members 

present were Alderperson Deborah Postl, Paul Neumyer, Michael Gasper, Dan Benning, Jonathan Pleitner, 

Pat Tearney, and Mary Lou Mueller. Also present was City Administrator Melissa Gossett, Director of 

Administration/City Clerk Susan Westerbeke, City Attorney Matt Nugent, Public Works Director Rob 

Vanden Noven, and Director of Planning and Development Bob Harris. 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG- The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

3. PROCLAMATIONS AND RECOGNITIONS- The Mayor presented proclamations to state legislators 

for their support of Act 16 including Governor Evers, Representative Rob Brooks, Senator Dan Feyen, 

Representative Jodi Habush Sinykin, and Representative Paul Melotik. Representative Brooks and Senator 

Feyen were present to accept the proclamations. Letters of appreciation for support were provided to several 

organizations supporting Act 16 as well.  

4. PUBLIC COMMENTS/APPEARANCES- 21 individuals provided comments related to the proposed data 

center and American Transmission Company (ATC) high power lines.  

5. CONSENT AGENDA-  

A. Approve Minutes of Previous Meeting 

B. Accept July Monthly Invoices- MOTION MADE BY ALD. POSTL, SECONDED BY ALD. 

NEUMYER TO APPROVE AND ACCEPT THE CONSENT AGENDA AS PRESENTED. Motion 

carried unanimously. 

6. MAYOR’S BUSINESS 

A. Mayor’s Updates- The Mayor responded to public comments and informed the public regarding the 

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ’s) on the Data Center, to view the Council Agendas and Minutes, 

and watch the city’s YouTube channel to view the previous meetings, and links to all informational 

items which are located on the website. The mayor clarified the Data Center will not take water directly 

from the lake but rather access water from the city’s Water Utility, as do all other homes and businesses 

in the city. The Development Agreement is posted on the website for viewing as well. The mayor 

thanked all DPW, Police, and Fire and Rescue crews for their exemplary work following the recent flood 

event. Port Washington’s Fire and Rescue team provided mutual aid to the City of Milwaukee to support 

the rescue efforts during flooding in the Milwaukee area.  

7. OFFICERS/STAFF REPORT 

A. Department’s July Monthly Reports- The reports were distributed in writing.  

B. Update on Public Safety Building from MC Group- Maura Riordan of MC Group was present to 

report on the status of the construction progress.  

8. FROM STANDING COUNCIL COMMITTEES- None.  

9. FROM CITY BOARDS/COMMISSIONS 

A. PLAN COMMISSION 

1. PUBLIC HEARING IS A PROPOSED TEXT AMENDMENT TO SECTION 485-132 A. OF THE 

CITY OF PORT WASHINGTON ZONING CODE relating to industrial zoning district referrals to 

the Design Review Board- The Mayor opened the public hearing. There being no comments for or against, 

the public hearing was closed.  

2. Consideration and Possible Action on Ordinance 2025-15: An Amendment to Sec 485-132 A. of the 

City of Port Washington Zoning Code Relating to Industrial Zoning District Referrals to the Design 

Review Board; City of Port Washington, Applicant- 2nd Reading- The Director of Planning and 

Development reviewed Ordinance 2025-15. MOTION MADE BY ALD. BENNING AND SECONDED 

BY ALD. PLEITNER TO APPROVE ORDINANCE 2025-15: AN AMENDMENT TO SEC 485-132 A. 

OF THE CITY OF PORT WASHINGTON ZONING CODE RELATING TO INDUSTRIAL ZONING 

DISTRICT REFERRALS TO THE TO THE DESIGN REVIEW BOARD AS PRESENTED. Motion 

carried unanimously.  
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3. PUBLIC HEARING IS FOR THE ANNEXATION OF APPROXIMATELY 203.893 ACRES OF 

LAND from the town of Port Washington into the city of Port Washington and assigning a temporary 

zoning designation of I-3 for the purpose of accommodating a proposed data center campus. The land 

is located on the south side of Lake Drive and East of the Ozaukee Interurban Trail – The Mayor opened 

the public hearing. Shane Schmutzler (resident), Joan Baumgartner (non-resident), and Matt Rissmeyer (non-

resident) spoke against the annexation. There being no additional comments, the mayor closed the public 

hearing.  

4. Consideration and Possible Action on Ordinance 2025-16: Annexing Territory to the City of  Port 

Washington, Wisconsin; a Petition to Annex 203.893 Acres from the Town of Port Washington to the 

city of Port Washington and Assigning a Temporary Zoning Recommendation for the Purpose to 

Accommodate a Proposed Data Center Campus; Generally Located on the South Side of Lake Drive 

and East of the Ozaukee Interurban Trail; VDC Wisco Realty Investments 2 LLC, Applicant – 2nd 

Reading- Special Planner Sam Schultz was present to review Ordinance 2025-16, and offered to answer 

questions. MOTION MADE BY ALD. POSTL, SECONDED BY ALD. BENNING TO APPROVE 

ORDINANCE 2025-16: ANNEXING TERRITORY TO THE CITY OF PORT WASHINGTON, 

WISCONSIN; A PETITION TO ANNEX 203.893 ACRES FROM THE TOWN OF PORT WASHINGTON 

TO THE CITY OF PORT WASHINGTON AND ASSIGNING A TEMPORARY ZONING 

RECOMMENDATION FOR THE PURPOSE TO ACCOMMODATE A PROPOSED DATA CENTER 

CAMPUS; GENERALLY LOCATED ON THE SOUTH SIDE OF LAKE DRIVE AND EAST OF THE 

OZAUKEE INTERURBAN TRAIL; VDC WISCO REALTY INVESTMENTS 2 LLC, APPLICANT AS 

PRESENTED. Motion carried unanimously.  

5. PUBLIC HEARING IF FORE THE REZONING APPROXIMATELY 203.893 ACRES OF LAND 

located on the south side of Lake Drive and East of the Ozaukee Interurban Trail TO I-3 

TECHNOLOGY CAMPUS DISTRICT to accommodate a proposed data center campus- The Mayor 

opened the public hearing. There being no comments for or against, the public hearing was closed.  

6. Consideration and Possible Action on Ordinance 2025-17: An Ordinance Rezoning Lands within the 

City of Port Washington and Amending the Official Zoning Map to Permanently Rezone 203.893 Acres 

of Land to I-3 Technology Campus District for the Purpose to Accommodate a Proposed Data Center 

Campus; Generally Located on the South Side of Lake Drive and East of the Ozaukee Interurban 

Trail; VDC Wisco Realty Investments 2 LLC, Applicant – 2nd Reading- The Special Planner reviewed 

the Ordinance and offered to answer questions. MOTION MADE BY ALD. MUELLER, SECONDED BY 

ALD. POSTL TO APPROVE ORDINANCE 2015-17: AN ORDINANCE REZONING LANDS WITHIN 

THE CITY OF PORT WASHINGTON AND AMENDING THE OFFICAL ZONING MAP TO 

PERMANENTLY REZONE 203.893 ACRES OF LAND TO I-3 TECHNOLOGY CAMPUS DISTRICT 

FOR THE PURPOSE TO ACCOMMODATE A PROPOSED DATA CENTER CAMPUS; GENERALLY 

LOCATED ON THE SOUTH SIDE OF LAKE DRIVE AND EAST OF THE OZAUKEE INTERURBAN 

TRAIL; VDC WISCO REALTY INVESTMENTS 2 LLC AS PRESENTED. Motion carried unanimously.  

7. PUBLIC HEARING FOR THE ANNEXATION OF APPROXIMATELY 457.193 ACRES OF 

LAND from the town of Port Washington into the city of Port Washington and assigning a temporary 

zoning designation of I-3 for the purpose of accommodating a proposed data center campus. The land 

is located on the north side of Lake Drive, south of Dixie Road, east of the Ozaukee Interurban Trail, 

and west of CTH LL, The annexation petition by R & B KARRELS FARMS ET AL- The Mayor opened 

the public hearing. Shane Schmutzler spoke against the annexation and requested a referendum. There being 

no additional comments, the public hearing was closed.  

8. Consideration and Possible Action on Ordinance 2025-18: Annexing Territory to the City of Port 

Washington, Wisconsin; a Petition to Annex 457.193 Acres from the Town of Port Washington to the 

City of Port Washington and Assigning a Temporary Zoning Recommendation for the Purpose to 

Accommodate a Proposed Data Center Campus; Generally Located on the North Side of Lake Drive, 

South of Dixie Road, East of the Ozaukee Interurban Trail, and West of CTH LL; VDC Wisco Realty 

Investments 2 LLC, Applicant – 2nd Reading- The Special Planner reviewed the Ordinance and offered to 

answer questions. MOTION MADE BY ALD. BENNING, SECONDED BY ALD. NEUMYER TO 

APPROVE ORDINANCE 2025-18: ANNEXING TERRITORY TO THE CITY OF PORT 

WASHINGTON, WISCONSIN; A PETITION TO ANNEX 457.193 ACRES FROM THE TOWN OF PORT 

WASHINGTON TO THE CITY OF PORT WASHINGTON AND ASSIGNING A TEMPORARY 
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ZONING RECOMMENDATION FOR THE PURPOSE TO ACCOMMODATE A PROPOSED DATA 

CENTER CAMPUS; GENERALLY LOCATED ON THE NORTH SIDE OF LAKE DRIVE, SOUTH OF 

DIXIE ROAD, EAST OF THE OZAUKEE INTERURBAN TRAIL, AND WEST OF CTH LL; VDC 

WISCO REALTY INVESTMENTS 2 LLC, APPLICANT AS PRESENTED. Motion carried unanimously.  

9. Public Hearing consider REZONING APPROXIMATELY 457.193 ACRES OF LAND located on 

the north side of Lake Drive, south of Dixie Road, east of the Ozaukee Interurban Trail, and west of 

CTH LL TO I-3 TECHNOLOGY CAMPUS DISTRICT to accommodate a proposed data center 

campus- The Mayor opened the public hearing. There being no comments for or against, the public hearing 

was closed.  

10. Consideration and Possible Action on Ordinance 2025-19: Permanently Rezone 457.193 Acres of 

Land to I-3 Technology Campus District for the Purpose to Accommodate a Proposed Data Center 

Campus; Generally Located on the North Side of Lake Drive, South of Dixie Road, East of the Ozaukee 

Interurban Trail, and West of CTH LL; VDC Wisco Realty Investments 2 LLC, Applicant – 2nd 

Reading- The Special Planner reviewed the Ordinance and offered to answer questions. MOTION MADE 

BY ALD. BENNING, SECONDED BY ALD. POSTL TO APPROVE ORDINANCE 2025-19: 

PERMANENTLY REZONE 457.193 ACRES OF LAND TO I-3 TECHNOLOGY CAMPUS DISTRICT 

FOR THE PURPOSE TO ACCOMMODATE A PROPOSED DATA CENTER CAMPUS; GENERALLY 

LOCATED ON THE NORTH SIDE OF LAKE DRIVE, SOUTH OF DIXIE ROAD, EAST OF THE 

OZAUKEE INTERURBAN TRAIL, AND WEST OF CTH LL; VDC WISCO REALTY INVESTMENTS 

2 LLC, APPLICANT AS PRESENTED. Motion carried unanimously.  

11. PUBLIC HEARING FOR THE ANNEXATION OF APPROXIMATELY 67.845 ACRES OF 

LAND from the town of Port Washington into the city of Port Washington and assigning a temporary 

zoning designation of I-3 for the purpose of accommodating a proposed data center campus. The land 

is located at the southwest intersection of Lake Drive and CTH LL. The annexation petition by RSKF 

PROPERTIES LLC ET AL- The Mayor opened the public hearing. Shane Schmutzler spoke against the 

annexation and requested a referendum. There being no additional comments, the public hearing was closed. 

 12. Consideration and Possible Action on Ordinance 2025-20: Petition to Annex 67.85 Acres from                      

the Town of Port Washington to the City of Port Washington and Assigning a Temporary Zoning 

Recommendation for the Purpose to Accommodate a Proposed Data Center Campus; Generally 

Located at the Southwest Intersection of Lake Drive and CTH LL; VDC Wisco Realty Investments 2 

LLC, Applicant – 2nd Reading- The Special Planner reviewed the Ordinance and offered to answer 

questions. MOTION MADE BY ALD. BENNING, SECONDED BY ALD. POSTL TO APPROVE 

ORDINANCE 2025-20: PETITION TO ANNEX 67.85 ACRES FROM THE TOWN OF PORT 

WASHINGTON TO THE CITY OF PORT WASHINGTON AND ASSIGNING A TEMPORARY 

ZONING RECOMMENDATION FOR THE PURPOSE TO ACCOMMODATE A PROPOSED DATA 

CENTER CAMPUS; GENERLLY LOCATED AT THE SOUTHWEST INTERSECTION OF LAKE 

DRIVE AND CTH LL; VDC WISCO REALTY INVESTMENTS 2 LLC, APPLICANT AS PRESENTED. 

Motion carried unanimously.    

13. PUBLIC HEARING REZONING APPROXIMATELY 67.845 ACRES OF LAND located at the 

southwest intersection of Lake Drive and CTH LL TO I-3 TECHNOLOGY CAMPUS DISTRICT to 

accommodate a proposed data center campus- The Mayor opened the public hearing. There being no 

additional comments for or against the public hearing was closed. 

 14. Consideration and Possible Action on Ordinance 2025-21: Permanently Rezone 67.85 Acres of                                    

Land I-3 Technology Campus District for the Purpose to Accommodate a Proposed Data Center 

Campus; Generally Located at the Southwest Intersection of Lake Drive and CTH LL; VDC Wisco 

Realty Investments 2 LLC, Applicant – 2nd Reading- The Special Planner reviewed the Ordinance and 

offered to answer questions. MOTION MADE BY ALD. PLEITNER, SECONDED BY ALD. BENNING 

TO APPROVE ORDINANCE 2025-21: PERMANENTLY REZONE 67.85 ACRES OF LAND I-3 

TECHNOLOGY CAMPUS DISTRICT FOR THE PURPOSE TO ACCOMMODATE A PROPOSED 

DATA CENTER CAMPUS; GENERALLY LOCATED AT THE SOUTHWEST INTERSECTION OF 

LAKE DRIVE AND CTH LL; VDC WISCO REALTY INVESTMENTS 2 LLC, APPLICANT AS 

PRESENTED. Motion carried unanimously.  
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15. PUBLIC HEARING THE ANNEXATION OF APPROXIMATELY 24.432 ACRES OF                                     

LAND from the town of Port Washington into the city of Port Washington and assigning a                                     

temporary zoning designation of I-3 for the purpose of accommodating a proposed data center campus. 

The land is located south of Lake Drive, east of the Ozaukee Interurban Trail, and West of Highland 

Drive. The annexation petition by FELLENZ FAMILY REVOCABLE TRUST ET AL- The Mayor 

opened the public hearing. Shane Schmutzler spoke against the annexation and requested a referendum. There 

being no additional comments, the public hearing was closed. 

16. Consideration and Possible Action on Ordinance 2025-22: Annexing Territory to the City of                                    

Port Washington, Wisconsin; a Petition to Annex 24.43 Acres from the Town of  Port Washington to the 

City of Port Washington and Assigning a Temporary Zoning Recommendation for the Purpose to 

Accommodate a Proposed Data Center Campus; Located at 4237 Highland Drive; VDC Wisco Realty 

Investments 2 LLC, Applicant – 2nd Reading- The Special Planner reviewed the Ordinance and offered to 

answer questions. MOTION MADE BY ALD. POSTL, SECONDED BY ALD. BENNING TO APPROVE 

ORDINANCE 2025-22: ANNEXING TERRITORY TO THE CITY OF PORT WASHINGTON, 

WISCONSIN; A PETITION TO ANNEX 24.43 ACRES FROM THE TOWN OF PORT WASHINGTON TO 

THE CITY OF PORT WASHINGTON AND ASSIGNING A TEMPORARY ZONING 

RECOMMENDATION FOR THE PURPOSE TO ACCOMMODATE A PROPOSED DATA CENTER 

CAMPUS; LOCATED AT 4237 HIGHLAND DRIVE; VDC WISCO REALTY INVESTMENTS 2 LLC, 

APPLICANT AS PRESENTED. Motion carried unanimously.  

17. Public Hearing REZONING APPROXIMATELY 24.432 ACRES OF LAND located south of Lake 

Drive, east of the Ozaukee Interurban Trail, and West of Highland Drive TO I-3 TECHNOLOGY 

CAMPUS DISTRICT to accommodate a proposed data center campus- The Mayor opened the public 

hearing. There being no comments for or against, the public hearing was closed.  

 18. Consideration and Possible Action on Ordinance 2025-23: An Ordinance Rezoning Lands                                    

within the City of Port Washington and Amending the Official Zoning Map to Permanently Rezone 24.43 

Acres of Land I-3 Technology Campus District to for the Purpose to Accommodate a Proposed Data 

Center Campus; Located at 4237 Highland Drive; VDC Wisco Realty Investments 2 LLC, Applicant – 

2nd Reading- The Special Planner reviewed the Ordinance and offered to answer questions. MOTION MADE 

BY ALD. POSTL, SECONDED BY ALD. BENNING TO APPROVE ORDINANCE 2025-23: AN 

ORDINANCE REZONING LANDS WITHIN THE CITY OF PORT WASHINGTON AND AMENDING 

THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP TO PERMANENTLY REZONE 24.43 ACRES OF LAND I-3 

TECHNOLOGY CAMPUS DISTRICT FOR THE PURPOSE TO ACCOMMODATE A PROPOSED DATA 

CENTER CAMPUS; LOCATED AT 4237 HIGHLAND DRIVE; VDC WISCO REALTY INVESTMENTS 2 

LLC, APPLICANT AS PRESENTED. Motion carried unanimously.   

10. UNFINISHED BUSINESS- None.  

11.  NEW BUSINESS 

A. PUBLIC HEARING TO CONSIDER A RESOLUTION TO DISCONTINUE A PORTION OF 

HIGHLAND DRIVE per the procedures outlined in SECTION 66.1003 OF THE WISCONSIN 

STATUTES- The Mayor opened the public hearing. Shane Schmutzler spoke against the annexation and 

requested a referendum. There being no additional comments, the public hearing was closed. 

B. Consideration and Possible Action on Resolution 2025-09: A Final Resolution Approving the 

discontinuance of a Southern Portion of Highland Drive Pursuant to Wis. Stat. Sec. 66.1003 in the 

City of Port Washington, Ozaukee County, Wisconsin- The Special Planner reviewed the Ordinance 

and offered to answer questions.. This completes the discontinuance process for the southern portion of 

Highland Drive as the area becomes privately owned. MOTION MADE BY ALD. NEUMYER, 

SECONDED BY ALD. BENNING TO APPROVE RESOLUTION 2025-09: A FINAL RESOLUTION 

APPROVING THE DISCONTINUANCE OF A SOUTHERN PORTION OF HIGHLAND DRIVE 

PURSUANT TO WIS. STAT. SEC. 66.1003 IN THE CITY OF PORT WASHINGTON, OZAUKEE 

COUNTY, WISCONSIN AS PRESENTED. Motion carried unanimously.  

C. Consideration and Possible Action on Resolution 2025-10: Resolution to Discontinue A Northern 

Portion of Highland Drive- The Special Planner reviewed the Ordinance and offered to answer questions. 

MOTION MADE BY ALD. NEUMYER, SECONDED BY ALD. TO APPROVE RESOLUTION 2025-

10: RESOLUTION TO DISCONTINUE A NORTHERN PORTION OF HIGHLAND DRIVE AS 

PRESENTED. Motion carried unanimously.  
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D. Consideration and Possible Action on Development Agreement with Vantage Data Centers Management 

Company, LLC- The Mayor provided a brief review of the purpose of development of the data center, and the 

available FAQ’s and information for the public to review on the city’s website. Special Council Chris Smith 

was present to review the development agreement and the process of utilizing a Tax Incremental District (TID). 

MOTION MADE BY ALD. BENNING, SECONDED BY ALD. POSTL TO APPROVE A DEVELOPMENT 

AGREEMENT WITH VANTAGE DATA CENTERS MANAGEMENT COMPANY, LLC AS PRESENTED. 

Motion carried unanimously. Hank Evans, a representative from Vantage Data Center, was present to provide 

comments to the Council on their work with Vantage.  

E. Consideration and Possible Action on Extension of Alcohol Establishments Premises (Port Main Street 

Fall Street Festival)- The City Clerk presented the Extension of Alcohol Establishments Premises. MOTION 

MADE BY ALD. PLEITNER, SECONDED BY ALD. BENNING TO APPROVE THE EXTENSION OF 

ALCOHOL PREMISES FOR JOHN’S PIZZARIA, MOONLIGHT TAVERN, SCHOONER PUB, FORK & 

TAP, THE STEERAGE DINING SALOON, TWISTED WILLOW AND SIR FAMES PUB AS PRESENTED. 

Motion carried unanimously. 

12. PUBLIC COMMENTS/APPEARANCES- 3 individuals provided comments related to the proposed data 

center and ATC high power lines. 

13. ADJOURNMENT- MOTION MADE BY ALD. TEARNEY, SECONDED BY ALD. POSTL TO ADJOURN 

THE MEETING AT 8:47 P.M.  Motion carried unanimously.  

 

Respectfully submitted by 

Susan L. Westerbeke, Director of Administration/City Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


