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Port Washington Plan Commission Approves Vantage Data Center 

Design, With Focus on Environmental Responsibility and Community 

Benefits 

 
CITY OF PORT WASHINGTON, Wis. (Aug. 29, 2025) – The City of Port Washington Plan 

Commission on Thursday night reviewed and voted to approve designs for a data center 

campus submitted by Vantage Data Centers, which include commitments from the company to 

uphold environmental responsibilities and benefit the broader community without significant 

disruption. 

Officials from Vantage, a Denver-based company with extensive experience building and 

operating data centers around the world, emphasized a wide range of sustainability-focused 

measures included in their plans during their presentation to the commission. The plans, which 

were posted on the City’s website in advance of the meeting, previously were reviewed and 

approved by the City’s Design Review Board.  

Vantage plans to develop four data centers on the 672-acre south portion of the site, a scaled-

back plan from the previous developer. Future development north of Lake Drive requires 

additional evaluation and is not currently under consideration. 

Sustainability and community-focused measures of their plans include: 

Minimal Water Usage 

The campus will use chillers with dry coolers for cooling, an advanced closed-loop system that 

uses minimal water and saves billions of gallons per year compared to water-based cooling 

systems. This design creates no regular discharge to city systems, waterways or septic. 

Vantage will purchase the minimal water it uses from the City. The total water usage and sewer 

discharge is equivalent to approximately 65 residential homes. For the small amount of water 

the project does use, Vantage will invest in water restoration to achieve water positive status, 

returning more water to local watersheds than consumed in the operation. 

There will be no impact on residents’ water availability or rates because of this project. 

Emphasizing Renewable Energy 

Vantage is working with We Energies and will pay for all infrastructure without any cost to other 

consumers. Vantage will fund the buildout of 1,949 MW of new renewable energy resources; 

70% will serve the data center campus, and the remaining 30% will be used to provide clean 

energy to all consumers in Wisconsin. 

https://www.portwashingtonwi.gov/
https://www.portwashingtonwi.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/6096
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Seventy percent of the power capacity utilized at the data center campus will be from zero-

emission clean energy resources. The remaining 30% will be matched with renewable energy 

purchases. 

Vantage’s plans include earning LEED certification, an internationally recognized mark of 

sustainable construction, for every building. 

Improving and Increasing Natural Spaces 

The permanently developed area of the data center campus will cover approximately 500 of the 

672 total acres. The rest will be restored to its natural state by the planting of native grasses and 

trees. 

Vantage recently hosted ecologists on the site for a detailed biodiversity assessment. The 

assessment will inform the company’s landscape plan with a goal of achieving a biodiversity net 

gain by planting native species, conserving wetlands and other habitat elements, and restoring 

previously farmed acres to natural landscape. Vantage will plant more than 2,300 native trees, 

and open spaces will be covered by native grasses, wildflowers and ground cover.  

Flood Protection: The August 2025 storm dropped more than nine inches of rain on Port 

Washington — a 500-year rainfall event that caused flooding the Mayor described as a disaster. 

Vantage’s development will help the city respond to this challenge by: 

• Constructing modern retention ponds to hold stormwater and reduce runoff. 

• Restoring prairie and natural spaces to absorb rainfall and improve soil infiltration. 

• Creating a long-term buffer that will make Port Washington more resilient to extreme 

weather events. 

  

Wetlands: Vantage is carefully designing the site layout to minimize impacts to wetlands, 

including the conservation of several existing high-quality wetlands on the property. For the 

small amount of wetlands the company expects to be impacted, it will exceed regulatory 

requirements by voluntarily funding additional wetlands mitigation projects in Wisconsin. 

Light pollution: Vantage will adhere to the city’s new zoning rules on brightness levels. 

Permanent exterior lighting is designed to minimize light pollution by directing light downward 

and reducing glare (0-2 Backlight, Uplight and Glare rating standard). During construction, the 

company will collaborate with contractors to restrict lighting to active work zones, avoid upward-

facing floodlights and use the minimum lighting level necessary to ensure safety and security. 

Noise pollution: Vantage will keep noise levels below zoning requirements at all times. Most 

equipment will be installed inside the building, which will be well-insulated and secure. Some air 

conditioning equipment will be installed on the roof, similar to other large commercial or light 

industrial buildings. 

An eight-foot-high berm, planted with native species, will surround the data centers, mitigating 

noise by obstructing the direct path of sound waves to adjacent areas. Additional tree and shrub 

planting throughout the site will further reduce sound travel. By reducing the number of 

https://www.portwashingtonwi.gov/
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generators, backup power systems will create minimal additional noise in the event of a power 

outage. 

Adding to Port Washington 

The data center project delivers significant near-term and long-term financial and infrastructure 

benefits to the City and residents while protecting them from having to shoulder any costs 

related to the project, as outlined in the development agreement approved by the Common 

Council on Aug. 19.  

Vantage will pay hundreds of thousands of dollars in taxes per year in the near term, millions of 

dollars in taxes per year in the long term, will pay for a series of infrastructure improvements 

and will pay for services it receives from the City. 

“The plans Vantage presented to the City make it clear that the company understands and 

embraces its responsibility to be a good steward of our natural resources, a good neighbor and 

a positive contributor to our community,” City of Port Washington Mayor Ted Neitzke IV said.  

“As we have spent much of the past year doing our due diligence and listening to public 

comments about this project, we have encountered some outdated and inaccurate perceptions 

about data centers. If you look at these plans and understand the facts, you will see why this 

project positions our city for a strong, vibrant future without disrupting any of the great things we 

all love about living here.” 

“We are proud to bring forward a data center campus that sets a new standard for sustainability. 

From closed-loop cooling to powering the campus with a majority of clean energy and 

preserving a significant amount of the site as greenspace, our plan demonstrates that world-

class digital infrastructure can be built responsibly,” said Tracye Herrington, vice president, new 

site development, Vantage Data Centers. “This project reflects our commitment to 

environmental stewardship and community investment — and to achieving net zero carbon 

emissions across our global operations by 2030.” 

Throughout 2025, City officials have been providing regular public updates as the project 

progresses. Residents who have questions about the project can contact 

economicdev@portwashingtonwi.gov.  

https://www.portwashingtonwi.gov/
https://www.portwashingtonwi.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/6080/638912925596861204
https://www.portwashingtonwi.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/6080/638912925596861204
https://www.portwashingtonwi.gov/Home/Components/News/News/553/15
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