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June 20, 2025 – Letter From Mayor Ted Neitzke IV 
 

Dear Fellow Port Washington Residents, 
 
Over the past month, I had the chance to visit two data centers: The Microsoft facility that is 
currently under construction in Mount Pleasant, and one of Vantage’s data centers in Loudon 
County in Northern Virginia.   
 
In the June 17 Common Council meeting, I shared a presentation with several takeaways from 
my travels. The most important takeaway is this: I am more convinced than ever that the data 
center being planned for the north side of our city is remarkably good fit for the City of Port 
Washington – one that will have a long-lasting, transformative, overwhelmingly positive impact 
on our city, our residents, our region and our state. 
 
Here are some other things I learned: 

• Vantage, who recently announced that they would build and operate the Port 
Washington data center, is a first-class company that builds impressive facilities and 
cares about the community around them. 

• All of the concerns we’ve heard about data centers in meetings and on social media 
really don’t match up with what I experienced in person in Northern Virginia. I didn’t 
notice much noise (I measured 51 decibels on my phone while standing five feet from 
the building), the buildings were well designed and maintained, water consumption was 
very minimal, and the landscaping blended in with the surrounding community. 

• The team in Mount Pleasant emphasized the importance of drafting a strong 
development agreement to protect our city’s economic interests. 

• They also noted the value of having project consultants with the expertise and capacity it 
takes to keep a project moving, allowing city employees to keep focusing on what’s 
important: the day-to-day work of serving our residents. 

• It’s clear that we should start forecasting now – everything from tax revenue increases 
and other financial modeling to potential population growth. 

• Technology follows technology. If Vantage has success here, it may surface other 
economic development opportunities that would be advantageous for our city. 

• And there will be plenty of employment opportunities beyond the employees who run the 
data center. Data centers have contractors on site every day, from outside technology 
experts and engineers to skilled tradespeople doing electrical, plumbing and other work. 

 
You can watch the full presentation on the City’s YouTube page. 
 
For the community members who have been asking whether we would be visiting data centers 
as part of our efforts to evaluate this opportunity, the answer is yes, and the conclusions are 

https://www.portwashingtonwi.gov/
https://www.youtube.com/live/siWrTYKPpDg?t=655s
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clear: This is an incredible opportunity for our city. I also want to take a moment to recognize the 
remarkable expertise we have on our Common Council. That expertise has served us very well 
during the initial steps of this process and will continue to serve us going forward. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Ted Neitzke IV  
Mayor, City of Port Washington 

https://www.portwashingtonwi.gov/

