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Proposed Data Center Project FAQs 

April 15, 2025 

 
Since our discussion of a proposed data center project in a Common Council working session in 
early January, we have received questions from members of the community. Read our FAQ 
documents from January 21, January 29, February 7, and February 27 on our website. Please 
send any questions you may have to our economic development team at 
economicdev@portwashingtonwi.gov, and we will do our best to answer you. 
 

 
Q: What zoning rules are proposed for this potential project?   
A: On April 7, the Common Council conducted its first reading of a draft of an I-3 zoning district. 
The drafting process for the zoning district involved public input based on earlier meetings and 
correspondence, along with input from City staff, special development counsel to the City at von 
Briesen & Roper, s.c., Cloverleaf Infrastructure, the City’s zoning code rewrite consultant 
GRAEF. 
 
The team considered concerns expressed by City and Town residents, along with standards 
from existing zoning codes in areas where data centers already are located. Specifically, City 
staff wanted to address visual impacts from public roads and highways, including increasing 
tree canopy cover at the site; sound emissions; and lighting, particularly given the proximity of 
Harrington Beach State Park and the popular observatory activities that take place there.  
 
While the company developing this site, Cloverleaf Infrastructure, has not announced the 
selection of an “end user” company that would build and operate the proposed data center, any 
end user would have to comply with the zoning codes we implement. To reiterate: We control 
this process and it will only move forward under our terms.  
 
You can find additional information about zoning starting on page 23 of materials posted on the 
Common Council website. And you can watch a replay of the April 7 Common Council meeting 
on the City’s YouTube channel. 
 
 
Q: How loud is 70 decibels, actually?   
A: The proposed 70 decibel limit is roughly equivalent to the noise generated by a washing 
machine or dishwasher. Recently, Mayor Neitzke downloaded a phone app that measures noise 
levels. He then went to the proposed project site, and with traffic and wind noise, the 
background noise level at the site that day measured around 68 decibels.  
 
One important point to add: When you add a 70 decibel sound in an area that already has 
around 70 decibels of background noise, it does not add up to a total of 140 decibels. 
That’s because decibel levels work on a logarithmic scale rather than a linear scale. Depending 
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https://www.portwashingtonwi.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/5279
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on conditions, we would expect only a negligible increase of a few decibels in the overall noise 
level should the proposed project move forward. 
 
Q: How is We Energies ensuring that a new data center operator will pay its fair share for 
power service?   
A: We Energies recently presented a new rate proposal for data centers designed to ensure that 
they will pay for the power they used, and any costs associated with infrastructure or increasing 
capacity will not be passed along to other customers.  
 
According to a story in the Milwaukee Business Journal, “the plan would apply to customers 
who use at least 500 megawatts of power and require the building of infrastructure to service 
them. Under the plan, the user would enter into a 10-year agreement to pay about $200,000 a 
month in administrative costs and $305 per megawatt, costs that would increase at the rate of 
inflation.” 
 
 

https://www.portwashingtonwi.gov/
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