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Proposed data center project – answers to your questions 

Since our discussion of a proposed data center project in a Common Council working session on Tuesday, Jan. 7, 

we have received questions from members of the community. We have grouped the questions we have received 

into general themes and are sharing our responses to the most frequently asked questions here. Other more 

specific questions are being answered on an individual basis. 

Please send any questions you may have to our economic development team at 

economicdev@portwashingtonwi.gov. While we are still early in this process, we will do our best to answer you. 

Sincerely, 

The City of Port Washington team 

Q: Would the development include measures to enhance aesthetics and reduce noise? 

A: Because we must update our zoning codes to accommodate a potential data center, we have a lot of ability to 

define these requirements as a city government and as a community. It’s also worth noting that these facilities 

generally do not produce a disruptive amount of noise, especially relative to the regular levels of background 

noise from vehicle traffic in its location near I-43. 

Q: What impact would this proposed project have on regional water resources and quality? 

A: Details for this proposed project will become clearer as the process plays out. Eventually, an “end user” 

company will be identified, and that company will come up with specific plans to build and operate the proposed 

data center. 

Speaking generally, as more and more data centers are being built around the country, the way they’re designed is 

becoming smarter and more efficient. This is especially true in terms of water usage. Many recent data centers use 

very little water for cooling. Others use “closed-loop” systems that return water to its source. 

Q: Are there Non-Disclosure Agreements (NDAs) in place with anyone on the data center project? 

A: No one affiliated with the City has signed an NDA related to the proposed data center project. It’s also worth 

noting that although NDAs are commonplace for large projects, the team at the developer we are working with, 

Cloverleaf Infrastructure, has not asked for this. As you saw during their Common Council presentation, they 

share our commitment to transparency and open communication with residents and our broader community.  

Q: How large is the area of the proposed project? 

A: The size of the proposed project will be determined as the process plays out and will depend to some extent on 

plans developed by the “end user” company that eventually builds and operates the center. The pre-development 

agreement approved by the Common Council defines the site as approximately 1,900 acres. 
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Q: When did the City and Cloverleaf Infrastructure first discuss the proposed data center project?  

A: The City first connected with Cloverleaf a few months ago and both sides have been working together since 

then to better understand what may be possible and how it would benefit the City and residents. 

Q: Is a map available showing the location of the proposed data center? 

A: The specific boundaries of the site for the proposed project will be determined as the process plays out and 

depends on the specific plans developed by the “end user” company that ultimately builds and operates the data 

center. Generally, the site identified in a pre-development agreement that was approved by the City of Port 

Washington Common Council was the following: 

Proposed annexation area in Town of Port Washington  

*Subject to property owner seeking City of Port Washington annexation   

 


